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WU RTSMITH, Major General, U.S.A., 
anding 13th U.S.A. Air Force. 

THE AMERICAN AIR FORCE 
that went into action during the Battle of Guadalcanal is still in the front lines. 
T o Americans in the Pacific, the 13th is the "Jungle Air Force." It's a nickname 
that tells the story of the life led by its fliers and ground technicians. Never 
stationed near a city or town, the 13th's men have fought a private war against 
disease, jungle rot, climate and the boredom brought on by the absence of 
civilization. 
With more than 1,300 enemy planes destroyed and more than 400,000 tons of 
enemy shipping sunk or left sinking, the 13th's combat score is one-sided. 
From Guadalcanal to China, 13th A.A.F. targets have been the measure of the 
war. First the Solomons, then Rabaul, former keystone base of the South Pacific. 

Tarawa was struck in a pre-invasion surprise raid from the South Pacific. The 
Bismark Archipelago, with vital Kavieng, was next. New Guinea, Biak, Noem­
foor, Cape Sansapor, the Celebes, Halmahera, Palau, Woleai, Truk, Yap and 
the hardest of all- Balikpapan, Borneo. Then the Philippines. Now it's China, 
front lines of our air offensive. 

Commanders of the 13th since its activation were Major General Nathan F. 
Twining, Major General Hubert R . Harmon, Major General St. Clair Streett, 
and Major General Paul B. Wurtsmith. General Wurtsmith, the present com­
manding general, is rated the top fighter-plane tactician in the Pacific war. 
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··.-\ \\Ord of praise Lo a ll those m en w ho h ave g ive n Lh e ir level tes t to ma ke thi s, th e 
• -:11 " quadron, o ne of Lh e fin es t in the A ir F o rces. I t h as been a p leasure to direct and 
, ,·cl1 it 2;ro\\· fro m a ha ndful of men to Lh e c lose ly-knit, efTicien l, hard-wo rkin g, and 
. pr11da blc organ iza lion tha t it is today . 

.. . L\\' this liule book be a reminder of Lh osc pleasa nt memories that w ill g row fonder 
• ., l i nf us as th e years pass by. " 

HARRY J. SANDS 
Colonel , A.C. 
403rd T.C. Gp. 
Comman ding . 
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'' ,;·;t~Ja'!:km a nd men of 1 / @(( 
'- ,mbincd e'/ JOb well done Thhe 64th T.C. Sq d uorn f . ee ll ua rnn I • 
r.,1 , bee n a nd is a op .. eacl h a nd everyxce ent record of 'th. wish to extend 11v1 eo-e t ma n wh h 1s orga • my com r " o comma nd h, . et er clerk . m zation is p iments t is squadro o1 pilot cook a result of the n. ' or en • gmeer. It 
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HAROLD F 
Captain A · MOKLE R 
64th T C 5

1 r Corps 

C 
· · qdn 

ommand· • ing. 





From July, 1943 to June, 1945 

I ) ,1 \\·11 ,,·as IJeginning to break for Lh e A merican Forces in 
• h,· \\1c i11c when the 64th Troop Carrier Squadron a rri ved 

I fllltou ta Air Base in New Caledonia in July of 1943. 
,. J a pa nese ma rch to the eas t had been halted, the threat 
.\ mtr.1 \ia was ended, but the real battle- the long ha rd 
-2"'..!I,· o f pushing back the J apa nese forces, had just begun. 

I lw :1ir ec he lon of 13 pla nes and 52 officers, led by Lt. 
H :11-r,· J. Sands, Jr. , Comma nding Officer of the 

•·d T roop Carri er Group , a nd M ajor J ack Roessell , 
' .. 1Jrnn Comma nder, made the long a rduous flight across 
•• ,. P.1cific ,,·ithout mishap. 

l.-.,·11 befo re the ground echelon arri ved by boat, the men 
• : ,)l.11,e, had joined in the drive westward toward 
• t:.", home islands. 

\ i.,·1. thn,e first flights were mad e to the New Hebrides 
. ( , L ,1d ,dcanal , a few J ap soldiers still occupied the 

:.,\.uul hill , and our forces had just made land ings 
l\.,·:.-if),·a Isla nd, Nassau Bay and New Georgia in the 
::, ,11,. Raba ul and Bougainville were still strongly held 

·.,. j,tp !urces, ,,·hile we had on ly the easternmost tip of 
,. • l ,uine,1 . 

l.,;.i Br tt ,··, " ·e re still making raids on Guad alca na l, a nd 
<· ,1..1il , the sq uadron pilots wou ld reach the "canal" 

··, • ., nisrht flight from San tos and arrive abou t dawn to 
• _ :.d.-d b,· the smoke and fl ames left by successfu l J ap 

. \· :\J,,c time th e thirteenth of any month was a n especia ll y 
. . c:.,, for flying. About the time the sq uad ron was 

.•• .•. i:,::: (l\·erseas, Toj o's son, a fighter pilot, joined his 
.,:: i, ,us ancestors, shot down on the 13th in a Solomons 

. r I, . '-; o_ in uns trategical anger, on the th irteenth of 
t ., !11fl llth . the Japs hurl ed everything they could muster 
_. ,:,, c,·tTY base th ey could reach. 

K .: llU t fighte r pilots enjoyed having a sure da te for a 
•• :-..1:p .rncl ,,·ere a lways waiting for the 1'Jips to a rrive, who 

:1 dccided it was better to save planes tha n face. 

B,·1o re the "avenge the thirteenth raids" were stop ped, 
,,n·er, a sq uadro n m ember earn ed the 64th 's one a nd 

:.h Purple h ea rt. Lt. William K ell ner, held overnio-h t on 
•, ,1.1dalca11al. went into a fox hole head first in one c,of the 
. :id, and ca ught a piece of shrapnel in the leg before he 

ulcl pu ll it in after him. 

.\ frcr a couple of months in the hospita l, he returned to 
iitt, ,,·irh a }urpl e Heart to add to his "brag rags." 

rhe clay after Lt. K ellner 's mishap , Lt . Don ald F . Zed ler 
., .1, fo rced to go onto single-engine operation during a run 
:! •Ill Guadalcanal to Espiritu Santos, and flew for six hours 
•Ln,ugh severe weather to make a safe night land ing. 

These were just a few of the things that marked the 
•_;u,1dron ·s first overseas operations. Everything was new to 
• n, cre\\'S. Weather was the kind they had read about a nd 
•<'rn only in Dorothy Lamour movies. Hurrica nes and 
trn pica l storms tossed ships around like chips, so violen tl y 

in one case tha l a passenger's leg was broken. Nothing 
below but solid jungle a nd open sea didn ' t exactly furnish 
thrills. 

On 5 September the squadron suffered its first fatal 
accid ent overseas, when a ship enroute from Guadalcanal 
to Esp iri tu Santo crashed into a mounta in in a seve re 
rainstorm. !st Lt. R obe1·t H . Healy , pilot, was approaching 
the field on a rad io beam when the accident occurred. 
He and his co-pilot, 2nd Lt. August W. Miller , as well as 
Master Sergeant Harry Wlodarsky, crew chief, a nd 
Corporal Joseph E. O'Connell , radioman , wer·e instantly 
killed. 2nd Lt. Leonard G. Richardson, navigator , was 
thrown clear with a broken a rm a nd a broken a nd burn ed 
leg. 

T he wreckage was not spotted until 8 September, a nd a 
party led by Captain A lfred H. Richwine, squadron flig ht 
surgeon; 1st Lt. Albert W. M cCreight, a nd Sergeant 
Raymond N. Buchheit, reached the scene several days la ter . 
Not until natives told them they had a wounded ma n in 
their village did the rescue pa rty know what had happened 
to Lt . Richardson. After fi ve nights in the wrecked ship, 
the navigator had dragged himself clown the mounta in. H e 
was carried out of the jungle, hospita lized , a nd returned 
to the States. 

This was the second fatal accident in the squadron· s 
history. The first occurred during a training flight over 
North Carolina on 7 June, 1943 . Four crewmen a nd tweh-e 
g lider pi lots of the squadron 's glider echelon were killed . 
Cause of the acciden t was not d etermined . 

As our victories increased in the west, the squadron 
moved toward the se tting sun. After several months or 
operation under the famo us M a rine SCAT (South Pacific 
Com bat Air Transport) , the squadron moved to H enderson 
F ield, G uadalcanal, and went under the opera tiona l control 
of Commander Air , G uad a lca nal (Navy) . 

From the beginning the squadron has maintained a high 
record of acco mplishment in its work. Among the first 
reco rds available, covering the period from 23 O ctober 
to 6 November, 1943, the squadron m ad e 162 flights, 
ca rried 328,360 pounds of cargo a nd 808 passenger·s , of 
which 25 were medical evacuation cases . 

It was du1-ing this period that the squadron mad e one of 
its most important earl y drop missions. T he Second Marine 
Parachute Battalion had just made a la nding on Choiseul 
I sla nd , and was badly in need of supplies . The skies had not 
yet been cleared of Japanese fighters in the vicinity, but the 
supplies could be gotten there in time on ly by ai r . 

On 2 November, a lone C-47, pi loted by Major R oessell , 
fl ew to Munda, picked up grenades and high explosives for 
the Mar ines and rice for the natives. With a fighter cover 
overhead, the squadron comma nder located V oza village 
on the Choiseul coast, successfully dropped the supplies 
and started home without sighting a n enemy plane. The 

Continued on Page 74 



===PAPE~ DIDVE 
Squadron Headquarters may be termed the nerve center of the entire squadron, for it is from this section 

commonly call ed "the Orderly R oom," that the Commanding Officer d irects a ll fu nctions of the squadro n 
assisted by the Execu tive Officer and the Adjutant. 

Headquarters is d ivided in to several sub-sections, each staffed by trained and experi enced Administrati\·e 
specia lists, coordinated by the Chief Clerk and supervised by the Adjutant. Briefly, these sub-sections a re as 
fo llows: 

1. Executive Officer and Adjutant- Both officers are direct representatives a nd advisors of the Com­
manding Officer, and responsible for carrying out his orders . The Executive Officer commands the Ground 
Echelon whenever it is separated from the Air Echelon; frequently represents the Squadron Commander on 
official business at other bases a nd is the squadron "troubl e shooter." 

The adj uta nt is responsible for the efficient operation and coordination of all activities at Headquarters and 
relieves the Commandi ng Officer of routine du ties on the ground so he can devote more time to flying. 

2. First Sergeant and Chief Clerk.- Both these non-commissioned officers work in close conjunct ion 
with the Execu tive Officer a nd the Adju tant. As the Squadron Commander's direct representative of the 
enlisted men, upon the shoulders of the First Sergeant falls the responsibilities of a thousand and one adjustments 
performed to maintain and improve the efficiency of the enlisted body of men. He must be impartial and 
have a thorough knowledge of the problems of his men. 

The Chief C lerk must be completely fami liar with Army Administrative Procedure, for he directly supervises 
a ll clerical work in the squadron. Through his hands pass the greatest majority of a ll incoming and outgoing 
reports, correspondence, and directives which must be carefull y checked and correctly d istributed. 

3. Finance .- Preparation of a ll payrolls, pay vo uchers, and forms pertaining to a llotments, government 
insurance and dependency benefits; advising and issuing of all information to personnel involving financia l 
matters . In addition, Service R ecords for a ll enli sted m en are carefu ll y a nd accurately maintained here. 



L. D . Wallace 
Captain 
Adjutant 

J. A . Martinkosky Jr 
S Sgt 

Chief C lerk 

F. H. Failor 
Cpl 

Files 

Harold F. Mokler 
Captain 

Commanding 

R. C. Walton 
First Sergeant 

S. A. Ciaramitaro Jr 
Sgt 

Classification 

E. H . Curs0n 
Pfc 

Correspondence 

J. E. Filipski 
Captain 

Executive Officer 

A. N . Sirmans 
Sgt 

Finance 



4. Classification and Statistics .- Here, Classification and Statistical R ecords concerning every member 
nf the organization are maintained a nd compil ed . Complete information regarding the history, background 
and q ualifications of each officer and enlisted man is on file. Complete a nd up-to-date statist ical da ta is kept 
<>n hand here for freq uent reports to higher headquarters a nd for the use of the Commanding Officer a nd his 
.td \·isors. Outgoing correspondence, reports, and directives are also typed here. 

5. Files.- ln this sub-section a volumnious master set of directives issued by a ll controlli ng higher head ­
', 1,1ners is kept current, and fi les covering all pertinent information affecting the organization and its perso nnel. 

} req ucn t refere nce to these records is constan tly being made and the fi le clerk must have a thorough know­
--d!a!;e of a ll informa tion under his supervi ion and its exact location. 

Thi- is Sq uadron Headquarters in a " nut shell. " 

q_ M. Howe ll 
Cpl 

U t ili t ies 

R. B. Wi lliams 
Pfc 

Util it ies 

P. B. Smith 
Sgt 

Post Exc hange 

R. J . Evans 
Pfc 

Utilities 

T. H. Shan k 
Pfc 

Utilities 

Y . S. Tom 
Pfc 

S9dn Pa inter 

J. H . Van Meter 
Pfc 

Ut ili ties 

J. Levy 
Pfc 

Utilities 

F. Mu raca 
Cpl 

Util ities 

K. L. Mitchel l 
Pfc 

Util ities 

R. M. McKinney 
Pfc 

Utilit ies 
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< >rders had come down from Naval authorities and higher 
. -.l qu an ers that a patroi of F ijis Scouts were pocketed by 

•:-p Ja p in the hi lls of Bougainville. This patrol was sur­
.. ·.ded a nd Ye ry low on supplies . In addition to being our 
:..-, _ these Fiji :\"a tiYe . couts had been working behind Jap 

.• ··, :nr mon ths. ga thering vital and important information 
y , ur armed forces. Evidently it wou ld necessitate air-
:-·,P e-supply to relieve this pa trol. 

.\ this time the 64th was stationed at Guadalcana l work-
• .:: under orders fro m the Navy, and it was the 64th whom 

. ·a\.\ • .1ssigned to the task of successfu l! y 
·' ,iJp Ying and relieving the Fiji patrol. 
C: .. ?ta in Paul G insberg, who was then 
., In telligence Officer, assembled a ll the 

. :.1: .1nd necessary information pertaining 
;h,, drop zone a nd its location. He briefed 

•. •' ;.ii lots and crews as to terrain fe a tures, 
_y 

1t.·,d conditions , enemy positions, and 
::1,·r ceenc \· procedures . T he overall picture 
, , • ,\· no means pleasant. T he fli ght of four 

,n ·, \,·ou ld be flying over some of the most 
.;;,·d te rrain in the world completely held 

: j.1p hands. There wou ld be the constant 
.. r._<:,'r of ground fire in the form of small 
.:-:1,, . mach ine guns, and possibly mortar 

• : ., . It \,·as by no means a comforting though t 
hr pi lots a nd crews of the lumbering, 

-'. \\ . ··Iron Bird " C-47 's . 

l t ,eemed iro nical that this mission was to 
•·:!:in a t five o'clock in the morning, D e­
r>mber 3 1, 194-3. Yes, New Year's Eve I But 

?!·eciseh- at 5.00 a. m. , the leadership , piloted 
• •\· \Iajor \ilcCreight, began its take-off roll 
·nllo\,·ed by his three wingmen. After picking 
-1p a nd closing the formation, M aj or M c­
Creight headed his flight towards Munda, 
·he firs t stop on the journey to Bougainville . 

. ome three hours later the flight peeled 
nff and land ed at Mund a . It was here that 
:- Iajo r McCreight learned that word had 

\ . 

come from Bougainvi ll e that the dro p 
guides, Fiji Scouts, had not yet reported 
in from the hills. So the four crews m adr 
prepa ra tions to spend the night. 

Americans have, through force of habit 
and trad ition, come to celeb1·ate i\ e\,· 
Year's Eve wherever they m ay be. K e\,· 
Y ear's Eve, 194-3 , on Munda was no ex­
ception. Our crews were startled in cn 
wake[ u I ness by thundering echoes of e\·ery 
type of fire a rm imaginable. R evokers. 
m ac hine guns, a nti-aircraft bat teries and 
even l 05 mm. howitzers set the sky a blaze 
in a weird panorama of color and sound . 

Our littl e J apanese fri ends must ha\·e 
felt left out, for they, too, decided to join 
the fes tivities. Their celebrating was a 
little more brutal than ours and \,·ith 
quite a different purpose. Their first ,,·an· 
consisting of "Zeke" fighters and " \ 'ar· 
dive bombers. One of these dive bomber, 
unload ed 100 yards from where Major 
M cC reight and Captain Mokler \,·ere 
sta nding. T herei n commenced the heated 
contes t of who could beat who to th e fox­
hole. The " hole" to wh ich they and four 
other officers sped was waist d eep and 
offered no overhead protection . t-Iaj o1 • 
McCreight, due to his superior speed and 
maneuverabi lity, consistently won the 
honored position of bottom man, ,,·it h 
Capta in Mokler running a very neat and 
close second . The four other officers \,·ere 

forced to fight for w hatever positions were available. :\"e\·er 
before did men so closely resemble sardines . 

For the rest of the night there were four efforts, and onh­
scattered attacks , by J ap p lanes. T he losses to our r-re\'"' 
were frayed nerves, very little sleep, plus the loss of the :\"e" 
Year's Eve spirit of joy. 

Early New Year's morning the flight left Munda and t\rn 
hours later was being loaded on Piva Strip a t Bouga im·ill e. 
While the Fiji drop guides a nd crew chiefs were supcn·ising 
and checking the load of ammunition, food stuffs, clothi nf! . 



medical supplies and trading goods, Major McCreight 
b ri efed the pilots on how he desired the drop to be made, 
a nd Captain Ginsberg, who was a long in the Major's ship, 
\!aw la test Intelligence reports. In the event of engine failure 
or tro uble of any kind, the crews were instructed to head due 
north to the open sea where Naval craft were mainta ining 
a constant wa tch. They were now loaded a nd read y to go. 

Yo u can well imagin e the tens ion a t this point. Engines 
\,-ere being warmed up and checked. Pilots were checking 
.rnd r checking instrument panels and control . Crew-chiefs 
<,nd dro p guid es were checking their loads, a nd radio opera tors 
\,·ere making sure their equipment was in its peak of con­
di tion a nd performa nce. M ajor McCreight wa in the a ir now 
L li mbing straight away to allow his form a tion to ge t air-
1iorne . By the time the M ajor turned a nd cam e back over 
,he strip, still climbing, the formation was close ly packed . 

T he first obstacle was a 3000 foot mountain ridge east of 
the strip. The ships found they had only a 200 foo t clearance 
1ict \,·een the ridge and a heavy ba nk of cumulus clouds which 
bu ilt-up a long the entire ridge cha in . They had no ooner 
,uned ove1· the ridge into the Torokina V a ll ey when the 
pilot ran in to the worst turbulent air currents a ny of them 
h<1d ever Aow n in. Captain Mokler reports that it took both 
the pi lot a nd co-pilot on the controls to ha ndle the pla ne. I t 
\, <ts hard to believe tha t so large a pla ne, a nd as stable a one 
.1, the C-4 7, could take such buffeting. 

. -\ bout tha t time Captain Mokler felt his pla ne buffeting 
:nore violently a nd his controls becoming loppy. After 
,pendi ng a Tew anxious minutes checking a ll possibilities he 
,e m his crew chief back into the cabin to check the load . I t 
\\ as discovered that one of the loads had slipped partiall y 
,,u t the cargo door and was blanketing a la rge portion of his 
tai l section. After the load was once more securely in the 
c<1b in , Capt . Mokler and his crew breathed a grateful p rayer 
. ,11d a sigh of relief, the first in many a n anxious moment. 

l t \,·as at this point of the mission tha t our planes spotted 
he fig hter escort of avy " Corsairs ," a nd Army P-39 " Ai ra­

cob1·as ." It 's not difficult to imagine the feeling of confidence 
<l fi!shte r pla ne can give a pilot and crew of an un armed 
tr<rn port pla ne over enemy-occupied territory. 

.-\ r ri\·ing in the vicinity of the drop zone, located near the 
:--.; uma ::\l uma Trail, our crews began a n extensive search for 
the drop zone which was by no means as simple a nd easy to 

spot as had been believed . Jungle and jungle hills all look 
simil a r when seen from the air at a ltitud e. It was while 
searchin o- for the drop zone tha t Major McCreight's fu el 
lines developed an a irlock, causing his left engine to splutter, 
a lmost stopping. Capt. Ginsberg came rushing from the cabin 
a nd screamed into the M ajor's ear " H ead for the open sea 1 

Head for the open sea!" Those of us who know the M ajor an 
easily see the smiling countenance of his face and the message 
it conveyed. 

Suddenl y one of our planes spotted smoke rising from <1 
nearby hill a nd reported the fact. The drop guides co nfir med 
the loca tion and M ajor M cC reight gave orders fo r the plane, 
to line up, well spaced and in tra il , a nd prepa red to make the 
inital run . D ro pping to tree-top leve l, the M ajor made his 
initi a l approach fro m North to South on the drop zone. l t 
was soon a pparent, however, tha t it would be neccssan t•, 
pull up over the hill on which the drop zone, a small nati \,· 
m ission hut , was located. The whole a rea of the d rop zone \\ ,1,. 
a t the most, 50 feet sq uare, a nd the utmost accurac\· \,,,, 
required to make the d ro p successful. T o furth er complic.1t•' 
the situa tion, there was a la rge tree on the Southern end of th,· 
d rop zone which had to be cleared immedia tely after d roppi1._ 
the suppli es . Picture, if yo u can, the situa tion . Th e plane, h.1 • 
to slow down to I 00 to 11 0 miles per hour LO insure <t ,.,: • 
drop as we ll as a n accura te one. The drop zone \\·as ·o , 11..:.. 
tha t it was necessary to get as low as possible O\Tr it. .,:.c 
after d ropping it was necessary to a pply full pO\,·er. b.u.'.. .. 
turn , and climb at the same time in order to avoid cra,L: _ 
into the la rge tree so uth of the DZ. 

Despite all obstacles a nd menta l hazards, all of the -: .. 1-, 
mad e a series of three to fo ur runs over the D Z and con:u'.r: . 
the re-suppl y mission. Due to the abilitv of the pilut, .,;'.J •. r 

tea mwork of the crews a nd droppers, the Fij i P.w, ,i ·., .• 
able to conti nue its im porta nt a nd d angerous \,-,l!;.. ; , : .. • 

the J a p lines, ga thering information tha t constant!-. .,'.: . 
our fo rces to outsmart and whip the J a p at h i, 0\,;1 .: .. : 

jungle warfare. 

Upon returning to the 'Canal, reports reached :!.- ~ 
tha t the complete series of uma Numa T ra il d rop, l.., 
100 % accura te. A few days la ter the sq uadron r,v·.·. 
letter of commenda tion, commendi ng their action, t:1: 
out the Bougainvill e d rop missions, and pr<1i,in~ t! .r 
mem bers of the 64th T roo p Carrier . ·q uad ron : : 
d evo tion to duty. 
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I. 

TO A C-47 

You may talk of Flying Forts, 
The Pea-Shooter's deadly sports 
And the knockin'-down of Zeros by the score . 
But when it comes to servi n ' 
The transports are deservin' 
Of a lot of praise and credit in this war. 

Cause when the fightin's gettin ' thicker 
And man's hopes begin to flicker, 
When they're surrounded by a foe t hat 's twice their size 
And of battle men are ti ri n' 
It must be mighty damn inspirin ' 
See in' ammunition droppin' from the skies. 

We can't hope to live forever 
Someday, contacts here we'll sever 
And we'll take-off into the Eternal Blue. 
There we'll see the other boys , 
Who have left behind the noise 
And we'll try to be of service up there, too. 

Oh, they'll buzz the Pearly Gates 
In their Lockheed Thirty-Eights, 
How they'll thrill the pretty angels with their stunts, 
Old Saint Peter'll come a' runnin' 
When he hears the Bombers comin' 
And he 'II spread the welcome mat w ith heavy grunts . 

But when we land in Heaven 
In our Douglas Forty-Seven 
And taxi up and swing the cargo door; 
The chariots'II come a'dashin' 
To take our load of ration--
You know, they'll prob'ly send us back to get some more! 

ANNONYMOUS 



5,613,433 naut. miles. 
= 225 ti mes around the 
world. 



H . C. Weideman 
I St Lt 

Flight Comdr 

W . C. Keeney 
I st Lt 
Pilot 

J. W. Miller 
2d Lt 
Pilot 

D . E. Smathers 
1st Lt 
Pilot 

T . J. Lehman 
2d Lt 
Nav 

W . R. Glenn . Jr 
I St Lt 

Flt Nav 

N . J. Fun k 
F 0 
Pilot 

R. F. Gaul 
2d Le 
Pilot 

R. J. Cole 
2d Lt 
Nav 

R. E. Dobbelstein 
2d Lt 
Pilot 

R. L. Grizz le 
I st Le 
Pilot 

K. M . Rollings 
I st Lt 
Pilot 

A. C. Rahmeyer 
1st Lt 
Pilot 



J. B. Hoey, Jr 
I st Lt 

Flight Comdr 

A. A. Lewis 
I st Lt 
Pilot 

W. L. Osborne 
2d Lt 
Nav 

R. F. Disdier 
I st Lt 
Pilot 

C. L. Wilson 
1st Lt 
Pilot 

H . A. Weismiller 
I St Lt 

Flt N av 

G . D . Hulse 
2d Lt 
Pilot 

E. D . Cone, Jr 
I St Lt 
Pilo t 

P. J. Blais 
F 0 
Pilot 

L. J. Schoenemann 
2d Lt 
Pilo t 

B. J. Lamb 
2d Lt 
N av 

G . D . Trusty, Jr 
I st Lt 
Pilot 

R. D . Trudell 
2d Lt 
PIiot 
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C. C. Seegar, Jr 
2d Lt 
Pilot 

T. A. Cosgriff 
F 0 
Pilot 

W. J . Chamberl ain. Jr 
F/ 0 
Pilot 

G . D. Li ndsay 
2d Lt 
Nav 

C. D. Tyler , Jr 
I St Lt 

Flt Nav 

D . A. Courtney 
2d Lt 
Pilot 

E. J . McAvoy , Jr 
I St Lt 

Flight Comdr 

A. J. Italiano 
2d Lt . 
Pilot 

H . L. Mancheste r 
F 0 
PIiot 

~ 

H . B. Young, Jr 
I st Lt 
Pilot 

I. K. Holdener 
I st Lt 
PIiot 

D. Marcos 
F/ 0 
PIiot 



R. W. Moncrief 
1 St Lt 

Fl igh t Comd r 

D . E. W ynn 
1 St Lt 
Pi lo t 

Pilo t 

G. S. Taylor 
1st Lt 
Pilot 

F. A. Rishe 
2d Lt 
Pilot 

E. W . Riggs 
I st Lt 
Nav 

R. K. Schleeter 
I St Lt 

Flt Nav 

W. A. Morgan 
2d Lt 
Nav 

L. J. Tu nks 
I st Lt 
Pilot 

K . W . Gaines 
2d Lt 
Pilot 

B. B. Gayman 
2d Lt 
Pilot 

R. E. Nelson 
1 St Lt 
Pilot 

J. J. Conley 
F 'O 
P

1

ilot 
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"Come on , let's go 1 You won't go back to s!eep will you ?" Thus 
<t.,r s a d ay of flying with the fami liar words of the CQ at a bout 0400 . 
. \ .tcr a littl e breakfas t, which isn't particul a rly desired at this early hour , 
, uu drop by your tent a nd pick up your bag with enough clothes for 
aoout a week's tr ip. Next stop is Operations, and immediate ly fo llowing 
i, he "Floating Ride" in the V\l eapon's Carrier to the Line. 

The C-46 or C-47 is g reeted with a question in yo ur mind. I s every­
hine; about this plane in perfect working ord er? After the Crew C hief 

checks eYerything thoroughly during hi s pre-fligh t, he assures you that 
all is O K. 

.. . a d ie Tower, this is 6305 , take-off instructions p lease ?" This is what 
~ ou • II hear the co-pilot ask the tower over 
the rad io . "6305 fro m Sadie, from East to 
\ \·es t ta ke-off," the tower wi ll reply. 
E,·e1Ything is a ll set now a nd you 'll soon 
lw rolling on the first flight of th is trip . 

Life during a fligh t is pretty much 
ro utine . Pilo ts spend their ti me keeping on 
course, watching weather, reading, and 
maybe nap a li ttle. The navigator will be 
fou nd checking hi s course or with his eye 
g-l ued to the drift meter. You might find 
h im reading a little too . If numerous 
c li cks a re heard in the crew's compart­
ment, you ' ll find the radio operator 
' ·bea ting it ou t," findin g the weather or 
maybe sending in an ETA. The engineer 
,,·il l probably be checking the instruments 
to make sure his engines a re performing 
a ll ri ght, or he m ight be in the rear 
a nswer ing q uestions of the passe ngers : 
.. \ \ 'hat time will we land? W here are we 
no\\·:' Can I go up front ?" You m ight 
possibly find him resting a littl e too. 

Aftc1· the la nding, which migh t possibly 
be a "grease job ," or the other extreme, 

' 

"A ride 'em cowboy number," the plane is 
tax ied to a pa rking ramp . A n hour·s wait is to 
be expec ted here because first, the load has 
to be removed. Next, a new load has to he 
put on a nd tied properly, a nd last, th e 
gasoline a nd oil trucks, which are ah ,·ays 
d ifficul t to stop, m ust fue l the pla ne for th e 
next flight. 

RO ING is proba bl y the most in terest ing 
part of the entire trip. Th is in volves eatin g· . 
sleeping, and livi ng in the p la ne for th e 
duration of the fifty hours of fl ying time. Th e 
ea ting during flights is very li tt le, just coffer 
and possib ly some cheese and crackers from 
the ten-in-one ra tion boxes. T he evenin g 
meal is prepared over the gas stove and 
consists of the contents of the ration boxc,. 
Sometimes different items a re borrowed li·om 
the Mess H a ll or a nyone w ho is willing to br 
borrowed from . A loaf of bread is acquired 
from the R ed Cross or nearest mess, and per­
haps some eggs or steak can be found on 01w 
of the neighboring pla nes. Of course eq•n· 
meal is topped off with a good hot cup (li­

coffee. After ea ting a search is mad e for ,, 
shower. Sometimes one is located , usual h­
at the other end of the sti·ip , but more often. 
none can be found , so the showers are post ­
poned until the next d ay. T he bedding-do"·1, 
process is a lways an extrem ely im portant 
episode. Litters, a ir mattresses, and blanket, 
are go tten ou t a nd a suitable "sack" is a, ­
sembled . Mosa uito nets are tied to differen 
pl aces on the 'bottom of the plane and the 
less ambitious individua l rely on "Scat" en 
keep the mosq uitoes away ... Sleeping unde r 
the pla ne is fine unless a rain happens a long. 
which often occurs, then there is a ma-­
movement fo r the interior of th e plane. 

T hus goes the li fe during . a week's fl yin_ 
aboard one of our planes . 

F ina ll y the poin t of destina tion is the H om,· 
Base, and every member of the Cre"· i­
looking forward to ge tting his Mail, a good 
shower, some clean clo thes, a nd corppletf' 
bed . 



, .. THERE ,I SHE's ALL SET./ 
,, 
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The p rima ry purpose of the Engineering Department is to perform the maintenance and inspections 
req uired on the a irplanes ass igned the orga nization. The goa l of the Department has a lways been to 
e, ta b lish the highest degree of maintenance possible and still m aintain the highes t percentage of the 
a irp lanes ava il a ble for flight. 

The Engineering D epa rtment, usua lly referred to as " The Line ," consists of approxima tely a 
hundred a nd ten men. These men , a ll specialists, a re assigned to specific j obs tha t call not on ly for 
ski ll. but req uire a high sense of loyalty to duty, ingenuity, physical endurance, accuracy, and calm 
j udame nt under stress . The work of the D epar tment normally consists of performing the req uired 
periodic inspections (d a il y pre -flights, 25 hour, 50 hour, 100 hour) , ro utine repairs, removal and 
rt> placement of accessories and units tha t have become unserv iceab le. Also engine changes a nd 
tech nica l order modifica tions a long with providing a well- trained crew ch ief fo r each schedu led 
flia ht, p lus the maintaining of complete a nd accurate histo rica l records of the a irp la nes and associate 
eq uipment . Of course, in emergencies, it sometimes becomes necessa ry to do a higher echelon of 
ma inte nance a nd perform minor overha ul of units a nd accessories. Extensive sheet metal repa irs 
a nd modifications are a lso quite often required. 

During the past two years of opera tion, working under the severe clima tic conditions of the tropics, 
c m ba t flying, the stress of long a nd continuous hours, the 64th has never been compelled to turn a n 
ai rp la ne over to a Service G roup or D epot for work that the m en of the organization could not 
accomplish. The men of "The Line" have es tablished and main tained a record that they can look 
back on with pride in the years to come. 



,. THERE / SHE's ALL SET./ 
II 

I 

The primary purpose of the Engineering Department is to perform the m aintena nce a nd inspections 
required on the a irpla nes assigned the organization. The goal of the Department has a lways been to 
establish the highest degree of m aintena nce possible a nd still maintain the highest percentage of the 
airpla nes available for flight . 

T he Engineering D epartme nt, usually referred to as " The Line, " cons ists of approximately a 
hundred a nd ten men. These m en, a ll specialists, are assigned to specific jobs tha t call not only for 
skill , but require a high sense of loyalty to duty , ingenuity, physical endu rance, accuracy, and calm 
judgment under stress. The work of the Depa rtment normally cons ists of performing the required 
periodic inspections (dail y pre -flights, 25 hour, 50 hour, 100 hour) , ro utine repairs, removal a nd 
replacement of accesso ries a nd units tha t have become unserviceab le. Also engine cha nges and 
technical ord er modifications a long with providing a we ll- trained crew chief for each scheduled 
flight, plus the mainta ining of complete and accurate historical records of the a irpla nes and assoc iate 
equipment. Of course, in em ergencies, it som etimes becomes necessary to d o a higher echelon of 
ma intenance a nd perform m inor overha ul of units and accessories . Extensive shee t metal repairs 
and modifications are also qu ite often req uired. 

During the past two years of operation, working under the severe cl imatic cond itions of the tropics, 
combat flying, the stress of long a nd continuous hours, the 64th has never been compelled lo turn a n 
a irpla ne over to a Service G roup or D epot for work tha t the men of the organization could not 
accomp lish. The men of "The Line" have es tablished a nd maintained a record that the y can look 
back on with pride in the years to come. 



J. A . Daniel 
Captain 

Eng Officer 

0 . E. Zwiebel 
M/ Sgt 

Flight Chief 

F. C. Jungas 
S Sgt 

Eng Chief Clk 

D. A. McJunkins 
T/ Sgt 

Pl ane & Eng Mech 

R. D . Hoover 
T/ Sgt 

Plane & Eng Mech 

W. F. Nehring 
T/ Sgt 

Plane Elec Mech 

o. 

J. R. Sutton 
M/ Sgt 

Plane Inspector 

C. R. Blake 
M/ Sgt 

Flight Chief 

H. G. Handy 
T/ Sgt 

Plan e & Eng Mech 

G . N . Lemieux 
S/ Sgt 

Plane Welder 

U. B. Keen ey 
M/ Sgt 

Line Chief 

V. F. Hiltn er 
T / Sgt 

Flight Chief 

R. Seymo ur 
T; Sgt 

Plane & Eng Mee~ 

E. M. Veach 
T/ Sgt 

Plane & Eng Mec h 
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C. A. Greene 
S/ Sgt 

Plane & Eng Mech 

E. F. Heintzelman 
S Sgt 

Plane Prop Mech 

e 
G . Bordeniuk 

Sgt 
Plane & Eng Mech 

S. W. Bellomo 
Sgt 

Plane & Eng Mech 

W. M. Moschillo 
S/ Sgt 

Plane & Eng Mech 

F. A. Develin 
S/ Sgt 

Plane & Eng Mech 
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H. J. Chodl 
Sgt 

Plane & Eng Mech 

J. C. Armstead 
Sgt 

Plan e & Eng Mech 

M. A. Michalczyk 
S/ Sgt 

Plan e & Eng Mech 

C. S. Evans 
Sgt 

Plane & Eng Mech 

J. B. Brooks 
Sgt 

Plane & Eng Mech 

R. E. Kasbaum 
Sgt 

Plane & Eng Mech 

M. H. Fell obaum 
S Sgt 

Plane El ec Mech 

R. J. Fo" 
Sot 

Pl ane & Erg "' e:-
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llte1t c( tAe /.ihe 
\ he n \,·e a rrived a t the New Hebrides, the advanced 

,. r...Jnn . a irp la nes , and crews were waiting for us . The 
r r:_11.eering line was quickly set-up and went im-
• ,,· 'ia teh- into opera tion. Here we found out what 
. ,·: at ions in the tropics m eant. Airstrips of pure white, 

' ,: -packed ora l, jungle growth seventy-five to a 
... ·1 • red feet high, dense, and thick right up to the edge 
.- ,he ha rd sands, shutting out what littl e breeze that 

•. :.:l ntherw isc have crept in. Torre ntia l ra ins, camps 
, •• ,;) in the trees, muddy roads, a nd a sun that fre­

·: 1 h ran the tempera ture inside of a pa rked pla ne 
.1 hundred and thirty-five degrees. 

' •. ph lines \,·ere long, pa rts ha rd to get. Engineering 
•, 1rn,,·I lea rned to improvise. For the campaigns for 

,IJ.1.d doma ins had onl y a fair sta rt , a nd it was our 
"'t' that the immedia te requirements in munitions , 

parts . a nd men 
:i "'·n to the fro nt lines . 

• ,, ·,uncled and sick men 
Ye n ·ac ua ted to rea r 

E ,pitals. 
• ·, that had bee n fair 

a 1d hen tu rned 
. I ,·n "·ere tern por­
: om the numerous 
1: d .11lmen ts of the 

• , 8•.: hr> "·01·k \,·e n t on . 
·~ ,, .1, ,, or • to be clone 

• • • ..1, tn be carried on to 
.. ,<rul conc lusion. We 

.. ·:.,· mr>n and the tra ining 
~ ·h,. _:uts. Pla nes Aew and 

• .. • The,· got los t in 
:: , .. 1ncl ca me ba ck low 

• _ 1, The\· came 111 on one 

B~, :t : 

Pr.:! 1r11;g a new engine for 
• ·; 'latzon . 

Above : 
Line Crew /mforming lire 
change . 

At L eft: 
Pulling A " 100." 

R epairs and accessory chang-e, 
were frequent. The line carri ed on 

On ly six weeks we stayed in th ,· 
N ew Hebrides . G uadalca na l had 
only recently been wrested fro m th, 
Nips, a nd a transport quaclrn:. 
was need ed to take over at H en­
derson Field. The 64th was. pi cked 
for the job. Off we went aga in, sorn,· 
by air, some by boat. H ere " ·e ,,·en· 
on our own. Everything had to lw 
built from the ground up excep: 
the airstrip. In short order . ;i • 

efficien t line was established anc: 
the routine repeated. \Ne had 1.r, 
paren t organization here, and rr· ­
lied entirely on our own ini ti ari,·e. 

There was fighting at Bougainville, New Georgia, ::'\ev: 
G uinea, New Britia n, a nd the Admiralties. To a ll the,f" 
fronts we dispatched our pla nes, hauling both \\·a \·,. 
Long hours a nd ha rd work . Here the jungle wasn • t ,c, 

dose in upon us, a nd there was a little more bree z,. 
from the ocean, but the ra ins , muddy roads, hea t. a11c 
bugs persisted a nd were rapidly being accepted as .-... 
tropical nuisance. E leven months we stayed at the 'Can ,1: 
and hung up a n enviable record. 

Once m ore ord ers to advance. Biak Island in th" 
Ne therl a nds East Indies, but there wasn ' t room enoug-h 
for our planes a t Biak. Work had to go on, so we set•u~1 
the line on Wadke. Wadke had been hamm ered , 
unmercifully from the a ir a nd sea, that it was onh· ., 
pi le of rubble. 

No shade, but plenty of dust and heat, a nd as hea \'\ 
rains as we had yet seen. But we carried on. 



Then on to Noemfoor. Another line to be set-up. It was a good one. 
\\"t' operated from there for six weeks . Now there was room for us at 
Biak . so once again we tore down , packed, flew to Biak, and as planned, 
_ta rted all over again. 

There have been many changes in the line . Of the men who sailed 
\,·ith us from Frisco that August morning, less than half remain. A 
iew 1,·ill never be with us again, except in memory, having given their 
all in the cause they followed . Others have completed their tours of 
due:· a nd gone home. Some, stricken, others home for rest and re­
cupera tion. There are different line chiefs, flight chiefs, a nd inspectors; 
ne1,· crew chiefs, mechanics a nd technicians; but in their work, their 
bel iefs and desi res, and in their hearts , they are sti ll the same, all 
.-\mt'ricans, striving toward a common goal. 

is Colonel Sands now. It is a lso Lt . Col. Roessell, and Capt. 
Dan iel. T he men of the line have climbed too. They are Master 
~er~ea nts , Technical Sergeants, Staff Sergeants, and the usual run 
01- Sergea nts, Corporals, Pfc. and Privates. The boys of yesterday , 
•.•. ho 11·ere clerks, farmers, bookkeepers, motormen , mechanics, 
brokers, a nd salesmen, a re today soldiers . They will be the men of 
on1orrow. 

E1-c n as I write this, a tropica l rain is pouring on the top of the 
,.-:H . 1,·a ter is two inches d eep on the taxi-way , but our soldier 
rr.echa nics are out there. Welders, electricians, sheet metal workers, 
• :.,cru rne n t men, prop men, engine mecha nics, and grease monkeys . 
.-\nd they' ll be there as long 
as here is need for them, or 
un ii the war ·is won . Until 
he ba ttle flags of war lords, 
-rants . a nd aggressors are 

• rlcd in defeat, and these 
r:1t'n can go home to peace­
;- 1 p urs uits and the dreams 
o:· c>nd uring peace. 

The-se line men don't get 
m ch praise. Theirs is a 
prosa ic a nd obscure task. 
Tht' g lory, glamor, a nd 
.i.d ulat ion go to the flyers of 
comba t. the Navy who cap­
• ·1-c a n Island, the Infantry 
a d :- Iarines who plant our 
Flag on destroyed and cap-

.1: Right : 
F;,/ and oil trucks servzce 
.-l.C. -1-7. 

Above : 
Hoisting the 11,.< ,, . .,;:·., ., 
before installing ,t . -

tured enemy battlements. But they a re here .!!. • 

as they work •heir thoughts and dreams are : 
going home; back to Dad and Mother. back ; 
the wife or sweetheart, back to the fa rm . t:1cw1-.. 
?r business; back to some hunting, fi shi ng . da .c -
mg, a square meal, and a soft bed ; and a ,.,: .. 
cold glass of beer that isn't rationed. \\" t' 1.er 
these men, we have got to have them. The,· ~'..­
here and they are doing good work. All honor io ::_.­
men of the line. T he men who " K eep 'em flyi :_,;."' 

At L eft: 
"Routine" inspection 011 C-4-6. 



'- - S,aasted 
Sgt 

: .. - e .;. E g Mech 

R. W. Dreyer 
Cpl 

Dooe & Fabric Work 

J. B. Pokorny 
Sgt 

Plane & Eng Mech 

L. A. Spevak 
Sgt 

Plane & Eng Mech 

K. E. Keltner 
Sgt 

Clerk Typist 

M. W . Lee 
Cpl 

Sheet Mtl Work 

W . J. Ross 
Sgt 

Plane & Eng Mech 

E. G. Welch 
Sgt 

Plane & Eng Mech 

A. E. E. Beh r 
Sgt 

Do pe & Fabric Work 

W. S. Brodie 
Cpl 

Plane & Eng Mech 

R. D . Shambaugh 
S/ Sgt 

Plane & Eng Mech 

N . C. Wheeler Jr 
Sgt 

Plane & Eng Mech 

W. E. John son 
Sgt 

Sheet Metal Work 

R. N . Ellis 
Cpl 

Plane & Eng Mech 

0 . Se bes a 
Sgt 

Plane & Eng ve:-

J. R. Sa rr ... a-s 
Sgt 

Plane & I s: '-' .. :: -

A. W . Ho l-e~ . -
C p 

Pl ane & h ,c v e:-

0 . E. Gra:ie 
Cp l 

C ler 



J. F. Klein 
Cpl 

Plan e & Eng Mech 

J. C. Merlino 
Sgt 

Plane & Eng Mech 

E. N. Ciardo 
Pfc 

Plane & Eng Mech 

L. C. Bailey 
Sgt 

Plane & Eng Mech 

v 
I 

E. A. Caputo 
Cpl 

Plane & Eng Mech 

H . F. Strewer 
Pfc 

Plane & Eng Mech 

T. B. Wilson 
Cpl 

Plane & Eng Mech 

P. G. Viola 
S/ Sgt 

Plane Inspector 

A. W . Jones 
Sgt 

Plane & Eng Mech 

C. H. Sloan 
Cpl 

Plane & Eng Mech 

J. W . McD er,...,c :: 
Pfc 

Plane & Eng e:· 
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A. C. Koch 
T Sgt 

Aer En gr 

Gree n 
T Sg t 

Aer Engr 

- = _o,.,,the r 
- Sgc 

~e- Engr 

• • eeks 
- Sg 

-'- e • E gr 

W . H. Kiernan 
T / Sgt 

Aer Engr 

J. E. Spicer 
S/ Sgt 

Aer Engr 

A. J. Kanas 
T / Sgt 

Aer Engr 

D . W . Pickett 
S/ Sgt 

Aer Engr 

J. L. Rhodes 
T / Sgt 

Aer Engr 

M. C. Van Opdorp 
T/ Sgt 

Aer Engr 

R. A. Sherman 
T / Sgt 

Aer Engr 

D. R. Cornell 
S/ Sgt 

Aer Engr 

J. R. Brown 
Sgt 

Aer Engr 

J . C. Rust 
T / Sgt 

Aer Engr 

J . R. Sherrer 
T / Sgt 

Aer Engr 

J. T. Ware 
S/ Sgt 

Aer Engr 

C. T. White 
T / Sgt 

Aer Engr 

F. C. Wel don 
T Sgt 

Aer Engr 

C . B. Kiser 
T Sgt 

Ae r Engr 

E. L. C he r ry 
S/ Sgt 

Aer Engr 
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C. W. Prince , Jr 
Sgt 

Aer Engr 

R. N. Pitts 
T / Sgt 

Aer Engr 

V. D. Russell 
S/ Sgt 

Aer Engr 

G . W . Looman 
S/ Sgt 

Aer Engr 

~ 
,--

L. W. Robinson 
Cpl 

Aer Engr 

C. W . Hopkins 
S/ Sgt 

Aer Engr 

L. H. Clemmer 
S/ Sgt 

Aer Engr 

E. T . Holdbrooks 
S/ Sgt 

Aer Engr 

~ 

J. J. Kane 
Sgt 

Aer Engr 

J. F. Potter 
S/ Sgt 

Aer Engr 

M. J. Herzog 
S/ Sgt 

Aer Engr 

E. C. Vernon 
S/ Sgt 

Aer Engr 
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W . E. Bedford 
T/ Sgt 

Aer Engr 

W . H. Rob 2·:: 

1 

S Sgt 
Aer Engr 

R. J . Ke r re:• 
S Sg: 

Ae r Erg• 



F. W . Lowey 
Capt 

Intelligence Officer 

J. E. Jacobs 
Sgt 

Clerk 

K. E. Starn 
Cpl 

Draftsman 

R. J. Marroquin 
Pfc 

Cl e rk 

The primary fun ction of the Intelligence Department 
is to disseminate pertinent information to the pilots and 
na\·igators through briefings, pilot 's briefing books, notices, 
and situation maps. Such information includes friend ly 
a nd enemy dispositions, a irfields, flight routes, terrain 
fea tures, an ti-aircraft ba tteri es, approach procedures, 
recognition signals, etc. 

The pilot's briefing book, taken on all flights, is kept up 
to date at a ll times on a ll information pertaining to the 
area covered by the squadron's m issions. All necessary 
maps a re also procured , stored, and distributed by In­
tell igence. Reading materia l on combat operations , 
American, Allied , and J apanese armed forces is made 
a\·a ilable to personnel concerned . 

T he la rge bu lletin boards in the office are covered \,·it h 
maps of local areas a nd world battle fronts , and the chang­
ing war situations plotted dail y. R ecognition fea tures of 
friendly a nd enemy aircraft and naval craft are al so 
d isplayed . 

To be acquainted with actual conditions on missions and 
to ob ta in first-hand information, the Intelligence Ofhcer 
pa rti cipates in flights from time to time, particu larly on 
trips into unfamiliar territory. 

Secondary fun ctions of the department a re public re­
lations, recording a running squadron history, taking ca re 
of un it censorship , and informing the squadron of a ll 
regulations perta ining thereto. 

Ill 
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Service Men say-
,, If only it were so 





FOR THOSE WHO FALL 
It is early m orning on the rugged , colorful M oro Isla nd of Minda nao, and the hazy 

mounta in peaks a re fr amed in fluffy whi te clouds hung in a brillia nt blue sky. 

The pilo t of the lone C-47, foll owing a winding green valley, the "slo t," d eep in the 
interior, is fo rt una te today, for this is Mindanao in one of her tranquil moods. It will be 
easier for the navigator to find his targe t- a sma ll grass landing strip somewhere below. 

The pla ne noses down th rough the scuddi ng clouds, m akes a few cautious turns, and 
there it is, unbelievably short, unbelievably narrow, a nd ba rely distinguisha ble from the 
surrounding terra in , but nevertheless, a la nding strip . 

But there have been the typical d renching Minda nao ra ins the night before. Will the 
strip be too slippery or too muddy for use? T he pilo t, as he swoops low for a close look 
at the rough-cut, roll ed grass, prays tha t it isn ' t, fo r his is a vita l errand , with li ves hanging 
in the ba la nce of success or failure. 

The pilo t d ecides to try it, so it 's " mixture rich , boosters on, gear d own ," a nd back in 
the rear of the pla ne the fli ght nurse grabs a litter strap and waits nervously. The pl a ne 
squashes to earth , slipping a nd sliding a nd jolting to a stop in the muddy ruts. 

There is onl y time for a sigh of rel ief, for , even as the engines give a las t spasmodic 
cough , impa tient ambula nces are backing up to the ca rgo door . T he crew swings open 
the double d oors, m edical corpsm en hustle about , a nd the swift loading of wounded 
so ldiers begins. 

Litter cases- men fl a t on their backs, a gaun t grayish look on their faces, are load ed 
first, a long with the " psycho" cases, m en mentall y ill from the strain of war. After these 
com e the " more fortuna te" ones, the sitters, men with simpler leg, a rm or head wounds. 
All in the space of a few minutes, the fli ght nu rse, together with medical corpsmen and 
the crew, have the precious huma n cargo safely aboard. 

It is now tha t responsibility again d escends like a lead en weight on the pilot. If he had 
not a rrived a t the pick-up point, a nother ship a nd a nother crew would have followed , 
b ut it wo uld have taken precious time, for these m en need m edical care a nd a ttention 
not availa ble here, wh ere the battl e still rages onl y a few miles away. 

But from now on there a re only he a nd his crew to get the helpless men to their des­
tina tion . There may be black towering cumulus clouds, heavy ra in a nd turbulence 
ahead , and mountains two and m ore miles high , d a ngerously hidden in clouds, and 
these men have suffered enough ; they cannot be taken into rough weather if it ca n be 
avoided. High altitude is no answer , for a n oxyge n m ask could no t be fitted to some of 
those faces. But between the pilot and his navigator , the shortest, safest a nd smoothes t 
way will be found to d eliver this cargo of huma n lives to a safer, better place. 

And wha t of this human cargo- wha t are they like;, H ere's one minus a leg, who 
mutters, " Well , by God , I bet I get back to the States now." H ere's a no ther , lying 
patientl y, not saying a word ; ha lf his face is blown away. H ere's a no ther man encased 
from head to foot in a plas ter cast, who smiles a sickish smile a nd asks, " H ow we doin '?" 

Less tha n 15 hours ago these were young Ameri can soldiers, whole and healthy in mind 
and body a nd spirit. Then a mor tar shell exploded among them . 

H ere's a nother, too sick to care wha t's happening, shot through severa l times by J ap 
snipers. And a nother , a " psycho," .staring wildly about , stra ining against his straps, 
and muttering incoherentl y. And there is a nother, a woman, a Filipino civilia n, a " non­
combatant," yet repeatedly bayoneted by the J aps- her unborn child d ead within 
her. The others, less seriousl y hurt, sit pa tientl y, weary shoulders d rooping- they have 
travelled a long, hard road , but now it is over, and they need only wait . 

But a ll of them- these weary men- have one thing in common; there is a joint ligh t 
of hope in these tired eyes, put there by this C-47 and its crew. T heir sh ip has come in­
the ship th at is to take them away from the fro nt lines where they have left the best that 
was in them- back to a rear- a rea hospital where special treatment a nd specia l eq uip­
m ent wait to give them a new lease on the li fe they though t perhaps they had lost. 

" l\ll edical Evacuation" they call it, but those are prosaic, meaningless words. The 
rugged wings of the C-47 a re wings of life a nd hope, and those who fl y them , doing a 
tough , dir ty, and often heart-rending j ob, in a tough, dir ty war, reap a very real re­
ward- the d eep sense of sa tisfaction that comes from the mere fac t of extending a helping 
hand to those who have fa ll en. 



In the Communications Department are found men who are specialists in many fields, each 
one playing his part in seeing that messages get through safely, swiftly, and securely. 

The radio mechanics and radar mechanics install, service, and repair a ll radio a nd radar 
equipment, both that used on the ground and in the air. Outside of this they repair personal 
radios and furnish batteries for flashlights belonging to members of the squadron. 

The radio operators assignment is an important one. On his should ers rest the responsibility 
that the pilot of the plane has the latest weather information on hand a t a ll times, that the 
ground station knows the plane's position, and time a nd place of arrival ; informa tion that is 
of vital importance should the plane encounter trouble. 

On the ground , specialists are continually busy in the maintenance of the various means 
of ground communications; those of telephone, tele-typewriter, and runner or messenger. 
Equipment needs frequent servicing in the tropics and trained men are needed to operate 
and repair these complex machines. 

The men of the message center route all messages to proper headquarters, affix the proper 
priority to them and record time and date of all documents sent or received. 

Linesmen maintain the power and lights throughout the squadron, enabling us to have 
night basketball games and night horse-shoe sessions. They a lso service a nd maintain the 
telephone and telegraph lines. 

Complete shops for the servicing and testing of any type of communications equipment 
are maintained, enabling the specialists to make his repairs promptly so that the lines of 
communication remain unbroken. 
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r; , 1/ <lri/i nn Biak as ,een through wind,hield of C-4 7. View of C-47 interior with cabin tanks installed. 

Red Cross Girl serves r~ji'eshments at /;lane. Hot cqlfee in /;lane before retiring . 
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Unloading the Workhorse. Salvage crew at work on "washed out" C-4 7. 



Battie -scarred cam/1 area at "Canal." Village " 1'1ain Street" 011 Ley te. 

In terior of Cha/1el. 403rd Troo/1 Carrier Croup ChaJ,el . 

OJ,erations tent among the //{//ms. 1\1on11111enl lo r outh of L eyle. 
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T he Medical Section is one of the ma ny essentia l cogs in the war machine. The personnel 
consists of a Flight Surgeon, a medical techn ician a nd two corpsmen. T he purpose of the section 
is to maintain the highest possible degree of physical a nd menta l health of the squadron. 
Some of the duties are of a selective nature, others a re preventive, a nd still others a re curat ive. 

A well-equipped di spensary is maintained, and is adeq uate for a ny case except those of a 
severe nature or those which require hospi talization. 

G round a nd fl ying personnel were selected for ove rseas du ty by complete medical examina tion, 
and all were imm unized against a number of the more ser ious diseases. These "shots" a re 
repeated at d esigna ted intervals. (We do not use a three-pronged recta l needle with barbs as 
rumored .) 

The most common a ilmen ts treated include various kinds of jungle skin diseases, common 
colds, tonsilitis, sore throa ts, mild influenza, ear infections, cuts, sprains, a nd moderate states 
of menta l a nxiety a nd operational fatigue . H omesickness, love sickness, and growing pains a re 
prevalent a lso . 

T he Flight Surgeon makes regula r trips with the flying per onnel to better appreciate their 
work ; to see what it is like to fly in a front, to sleep under a w ing, or try to main tain a sense 
of humor on "K " rations. Incidenta ll y, he's curious abou t the wonderful souvenirs, a nd the 
m ysterious appearance of tender loin steaks. 

Specia l m easu res a re carried out for the prevention of malaria, venereal disease, typhus 
fever , and dyse ntery . Attendance at lectures and training film; is required of a ll. 

Inspection of various kinds are a frequent ro utine. T hese include area-sanitation, drinking 
water, mess-ha ll , kitchen, and barber personnel, a nd ge neral personal hygiene. 

Sick call is held each morning, and emergency treatment is availab le at a ll times. Patients 
a re cared for a nd then put into one of four classes: ( I) duty, includes " Gold bricks," hypochon­
driacs and those with jungle jitters and stateside blues; (2) duty not involving fl ying (mainly 
for las t night 's bar fli es) ; (3) quarters cases; (4) hospita l cases. 

Physical fitn ess tests are given to all fl ying personnel each month. They req uire freq uent 
checks and a re "grounded " when not in condi tion to fly . Measures are taken to encourage 
proper amounts of physical exercise and recreation . 

Each week for a 24-hour tour of duty, this section serves as an emergency a mbulance crew 
a t the fligh t fi elds. 

Not infrequently are consultations requested regarding personal problems associated with 
the field of medicine. 



I have dipped into the salt surf 
I have wandered on the shore 
I have seen the golden sunset 
When the blistering day is o'er 
I have tasted of th e tropics 
But there's something that they lack 
An d I'll never never find it 
On this Island of Biak. 

I saw some motion pictures 
Lovely girls in gay sarongs 
Dancing in the silvery moonlight 
To th e music of the gongs 
An d I've seen the I uscious Dotty 
Bring her wandering lover back 
But there's never been a Grable 
On the Island of Biak . 

-

When the hellish day has ended 
And the night birds drive you nuts 
When the gnats and bugs and roaches 
Play at tag across your backs 
When you lay yourself to slumber 
On your hard and dusty sack 
There's a curse within your being 
Damned this Island of Biak. 

tliak 
Now Kipling wrote of Mandalay 
And flying fish and stuff 
Of elephants and teak wood 
And living in the rough 
He must have known his India 
But I'll tell you for a fact 
He never set his British foot 
On the Island of Biak. 

Oh , yes, w e have our palm trees 
And tall coconuts galore 
Th e lovely blue Pacific 
Washing up the coral shore 
There are natives by the dozens 
Living in their filthy shacks 
But for me the Joes can have it 
Th e whole damned Island of Biak. 

You should see the dusty sirens 
Flat of foot and kinky haired 
Men who dress in dirty gee strings 
Pickaninnies bottoms bare 
They trudge along in drum-like rhythm 
With spreading feet and bundled backs 
Now I ' m glad that I'm not with 'em 
On the Island of Biak . 
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The supply section fulfill s two separate and distinct services in the d a ily act1v1t1es of the 
squadron. These functions a re handled by Quartermaster Supply a nd Technical Suppiy 
respectively. 

Quartermaster suppl y is responsible for keeping the men of the unit supplied with the 
authorized clothing allowance and replacing or salvaging a ll damaged and worn-out a rticles 
of clothing and equipment. In addition to the task of supplying individuals, this section attends 
to the needs of transporta tion for parts and equipment, etc., and a ll sections for sundry items 
necessary for efficient operation . Property records, which account for each item of equipment 
in the squadron , are maintained a nd kept up-to-da te, and all requisitions for supplies of any 
nature are cleared through this section. 

T echnical supply works hand in hand with the engineering section. It is the procurement 
agency for a ll parts and equipment used by the engineering section in the maintenance of 
our planes. Close contact is maintained between engineering and tech supply to keep vita l 
stocks replenished a nd to a nticipate future needs. Parts ranging in size from a cotter-pin to a 
huge wheel-assembly are stored in tech supply a nd are so arranged that they can be located 
at a moment's noti ce. Bin cards determine the location of all supplies and a property book 
provides, at a glance, the sta tus of all equipment considered non-expendable. 
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Although the smallest department in the squadron, the mail room, without doubt , is the 
most popular. It is the closest thing to home. " Mail Call" is usually held before dinner a nd 
before supper during the week and once on Sunday. Never has that phrase "The mail must 
go through" been so demonstrable- ' tho there is the heaviest tropical downpour, the boys 
are gathered aro und the ( after a fashion ) post office patien tly awaiting that letter from home. 
One m ay observe expressions of jubila nce a nd disappoin tment as the last letter in the old ma il 
bag has been reached , but never has faith been lost in the " mail call" of tomorrow. 

Adding to the color of our small post office, is our mail man; that incompa rable cha racter, 
Edward (I'm over forty , but am gonna ride that white horse in Tokyo) Grosart. Many expres­
sions such as " Damn the Torpedoes, full speed ahead ," "Sighted sub, sank same," a nd " I 
shall re turn ," made history, but those unforgettable words which have imbedded themselves 
in the hearts of all of us, "Sorry George, Maybe To-morrow," will live on into posterity. 

C. D. He rd een 
Cpl 
Ma il 
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Around three o'clock most any afternoon the fam iliar cry of "Volley Ball, " 
"Baseball ," or " Basketball ," can be hea rd in the 64th area . It seems strnnge 
that these calls are welcomed among our personnel. But we have lea rned that 
a good hard fight in any sport not on ly keeps us in good condition , but does 
wonders to stave off monotony or boredom. \ i\ e have at our disposal m any 
sport faci liti es, such as a volley ball court, basketball court, a baseball di amond , 
horse-shoe pits, and a ping pong table, a ll of which a re used throughout the d ay. 
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Som e of the m en br­
cam e interested in bod ,·­
building a nd buil t r;>r 
themselves a sma ll g,·m ­
n as i um co n t a i ni n g 
weights of a ll descrip­
ti ons, bell ba rs, pa ra llel 
ba rs, a nd various gadgets 
for building up d ifferent 
par ts of the bod y. Other, 
have taken a n in terest in 
fencing, a nd have d one 
som e cl eve r work im ­
provising foils and p ro ­
tective gear. 

Often , in order to 
further inter-sq uad ro n 
fra ternity a nd sti mulate 
good clean competition. 
Group has spo nsored 
various tourna ments. T he 
64th has a lways g i\·en 
a good acco un t of itse lf. 
taking the cups for bo th 
volleyba ll and baseba ll 
in 1944 a nd 1945. T he 
highlight of this year· s 
competition was the 
basketball gam es bet\\·een 
the 13th a nd 64 th for 
the G roup championship. 
In three of the most 
thrill-packed exc1t111 g 
games, the 64th em erged 
as victor. We la ter \\·e nt 
on to win the ti t le of 
I sland C ha mpions for 
1945. 

We have fo und tha t 
w ha tever sport we pa r­
ticipa te in, we ga in re­
laxation a nd good fu n 
from keen com1:ietition 
and good sportsmanship . 
I t relieves greatly the 
tension of long hours in 
the air, a nd a id s us 
d ecidedly in m ain ta in ­
ing our high sta nd a rd s 
of m ora le. 
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Camps and Camp 
· ·Activitie$ · · 

MESS HALL AND BEACH 
LUNGA, GUADAL-

CA AL 
Many an evening was spent 
watching the ships come 
and go. Also the music of 
the mosquito net-work was 
enjoyed in the cool breeze 

of the beach. 

ENLISTED MEN'S AREA 
AT GUADALCANAL 

Coconuts and all which paid 
no respect to anyone when 

they decided to fa ll. 



L \LISTED MEN'S 
Ll \T\G 
QL\RTERS 
G L .\.D. LCANAL 
. .\.rmy way, a lso on 
'laturdav morn. Re­
member· the Friday 
nigh ts preparing for 

suc h a n occasion. 

POKER GAME IN OFFICERS' 
CLUB, GUADALCANAL 

Spare time and spare money was 
spent this way. Some lost, some 
won- in any case- en joyment 
was obtained a nd that's what 

counted in those days. 

SQUADRO FORMATIO , 
GUADALCANAL 

Saturday mornings were usually 
taken up by this activity. Many 
awards were handed out during 
these times, and clean uniforms 
really made their appearance on 

this morning. 

STAGE PLAY 
Quite an interesting 
trio. Many of us laugh­
ed and sang with the 

three shown. 



INTERIOR VIEW OF 
THE OFFICERS' CLUB 

AT BIAK 

SQUADRON BAND 
Under their strains we sat over­
looking the Lunga Lagoon a t 
Guadalcanal. Many a so-called 
Atebrin Cocktail hour was spent 

in this rashion. 

TH E..\TRE. 
GuAD.-\ LC. \ . · .\ ! 

Tucscl a\·s. T hL 1- • ., 

a nd s ·und ,w 1.: ~ ·, 

were spent at our t: • ,. ­

tre a t Guacl a l. 
R a in or shi n<' . u-\. .. 1 

the full squad1 0:1 i • .­
vecl the condi ti,>;., 
take thci r plac ,. 

th is art>,1. 



E. ' LISTED 
CU __' B OF 

MEN'S 
BIAK 

\ "en · commendable 
\,·ork \Vas done a nd as 
a res ult it turned out 
to be one of the best 
clubs on the island. 

AERIAL VIEW OF SQUADRON 
AREA, BIAK 

VOLUNTEERS AT WORK 
BUILDING THE OFFICERS' 

CLUB 

OFFICERS' CLUB 
AT BIAK 

Took just 21 days to 
complete. Blisters and 
swollen fingers were 
plentiful during its 

construction. 



INTERIOR OF OFFICERS' 
CLUB, BIAK 

The part shown is the dance floor, 
on ~hich heavy shuffiing was 
go ing on T hursday (party) night. 

AIR ECHELON'S 
T EMPO R A RY 
QUARTERS ON 
NOEMFOOR IS-

LAND 
What a rathole. The 
photo speaks for itself 
- only the mud isn't 

shown. 

OFFICERS' AREA, BIAK 

. ,. 

.. .:- "\ .. , 

403rd TROOP 
CARRIER CAMP 
AREA, LOS 
NEGROS, 
ADMIRALTY 
ISLANDS 
Advanced air echelon 
lived in adjacent trans­
ient camp . 

- • - - . 

THEATRE AT BIAK 
Not designed for comfort but, 
nevertheless, the whole squadron 
was out there every movie night. 
The barrels weren ' t too bad after 

a little form fitting . 

- ., ,; ~ ,. - -
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C •.ti11ued from Page 7 
-orma tion was sti ll far from its base when 22 Zekes, too 
late to stop the supply drop, straffed the coast instead. 

B,· mid-November the squadron had dug its air raid 
,helters a nd foxholes and settled down at Henderson, where 
it "·as destined to spend its longest stay in any one place . 
. .\ squadron theatre was built, the enlisted men built their 
o"·n day room and the officers their club. 

\\.ork was no more than finished when the squadron 
came close to losing a ll its efforts under a rain of shells and 
fire. La te one morning fire of undetermined origin reached 
the H ells Point ordnance dump. As 155 mm. shells, small 
arms a mmunition and all types of pyrotechnics sent 
sho\\·e r, of steel and fire over much of the island , the 
sq uad ron was ordered to prepare to evacuate its area. 

Throughout the day, as the loaded squadron trucks 
,,·ai ted for the evacuation signal, the sky became dark from 
the pa ll of smoke. Seabees made a valiant effort to stop the 
fire b~· blowing up the earth as a firebreak and covering piles 
of ammunition with ground pushed up by bulldozers A 
nu mber were killed in the effort. 

The T ennaru River stopped the blaze before it could 
reac h a 125,000 barrel gasoline storage point and the 
Chem ical Warfare Service stores. If the gasoline dump had 
ign ited , the squadron area would have been destroyed. 

Immediately after the invasion of Bougainville, the 64th 
fo und itself engaged in the important job of supplying the 
troops . Fighting was heavy and much of the supply was by 
para-drop, for we then held no strip on the island and 
T orok ina strip was being constructed under fire. 

During a period of thirteen days in late November 
a nd ea rly December, the squadron made eight drops on 
the isla nd , including guns and badly-needed medical 
supp li es and technical equipment for radio, mainly on the 
pa nh--completed airstrip . On 10 December, two squadron 
sh ips completed a drop on the island and then made the 
first C-47 la ndings on the new strip. 

The previous day, after a hard-fought battle, ground 
troops \1·011 Hill 1000 on the perimeter around the beach­
head, but had nearly exhausted their supplies and badly 
needed more stores and equipment to aid them in holding 
the hi ll. They were beyond reach of ground supply and the 
t.-J- th \1·as ca lled in. 

The perimeter was very small and to make the drop 
,ucccssfu l meant flying near the J ap-held Shortland Islands 
un the way in, and risking their ack-ack fire, then over the 
J ap lines where at low altitude they were under small­
a rms fii·e, and a t the same time dodging heavy fire from the 
guns of our own fleet, standing off-shore blasting away at 
he enemy positions. In addition, there were frequently 

Jap pursui t ships in the neighborhood. 

But the ground troops needed ammunition, sandbags, 
ba rbed wire, water and rations, so Captain Buford L. 
Foster , squadron operations officer, led in seven ships under 
fighter escort . The drop was completely successful, and the 
next day fi ve more ships made a second drop. 

I t ,ms about that time that a ll hope was given up of ever 
-n ding a squadron crew that had disappeared on a flight 

-1- :\"oyember . Under command of 2nd Lt. Philip C. Anders, 
pilo t, the men were crewing a ship of the 63rd squadron, 
enroute from Tontouta air base to Espiritu Santo. 

The ship departed into heavy weather, with hurricane 
"·arnings in the vicinity, and it is believed they may have 

been forced down at sea after the ship was damaged b,­
high winds. 

With Lt. Anders were 2nd Lts. Richard L. Harpe, co­
pilot, and George S. Richardson, navigator, and Staff 
Sergeants Carl F. Boeckmann, crew chief, and La,vrence 
M. Pitkus, radioman. 

Throughout training in the States and its tour overseas, 
until mid-December, 1943, the squadron had, as part of its 
complement, a complete glider echelon . A change in . .\ ir 
Forces policy sent the glider echelon back to the States for 
reassignment, much to the joy of a ll concerned. 

As the year drew to a close, the squadron was fly in g 
missions to Espiritu Santo, Efate, The Russe lls, :\" e,,. 
Georgia, Vella La Vella, New Caledonia and Bougaim·ille. 
and into Port Moresby, Nadzab and Lae on Ne\1· Gu inea . 

The first flights into Nadzab were eventful ones . " ·ith 
every flyable plane taking part in the movement of bomber 
units out of Munda. Extensive briefing and careful planni g 

were necessary, for the route skirted J ap-held :\" e\, 
Britain, with their heavy air power concen tra tions ..:.: 
Rabaul and Gloucester, a nd there was no fi ghter C<J\·e:· 
available . It was on these flights into the .\1arkham \ . ,.'.:c"'. 
that 64th men met for the first time overseas the ,-5 :h ~:. -
66th squadrons with whom they had trained a B.,c:: F:-.c 
back in the States. 

The battle for the Treasury Island \,·as und er,.._..,_·, :;-.-;. 
and again the squadron was ca ll ed upon ior p~r·.:. -c,- _ 
missions to relieve the embattled ground troops. ") ~. '.:~ 
were vitally and quickly needed , bu t the Treas r, L'.~:--.c 
shore is a high cliff, and that cliff ,,·as held b,· he J~. -
With their heavy guns they fought off a ll attempts to :lr:::,:­
in supplies by boa t, and para-drop was the onh- " -a~· ope-:. 

Christmas was approaching, and it \ \"aS to be the :'::-,· 
Christmas overseas for the 64th. There \1·as no time- -
holidays, and no place to go if one had been allo,,c- . .\, 
the next best thing, the officers served as hos ts t, _, 
enlisted personnel fortunate enough to be on the gr(lu:. 
The party was the first held in the newl y-compleLed ot Kr',,· 

club. 

But many crews gave up their Christmas in order tO h...- :> 
spread the Christmas spirit to front line troops \,·ith • >OG 
and mail. The army, war 01'. no war, was determined Lh-,· 
its men, wherever they m ight be, wou ld have th e traditiun..,_: 
turkey dinner if humanly possible. Troop Carrier hel p...-d 
to make it so, when the weather didn ' t make it impos,ilik 

On 24 December a squadron ship ca rried l IS pound, ,: 
turkey, 250 pounds of mail, 180 pounds of-vegetables .. rnu 
500 pounds of beer to the crew of a lonely, isolated rad ,u 
listening post on Choiseul. The provisions were pa1 ,1 -

dropped without the loss of a single can of beer. 

Another flight didn' t fare so well. An effort was made t,, 
drop Christmas cheer to troops on Treasury Island , despite 
heavy weather. The ship started out from Munda \,·ith a 
P-38 cover a nd bored through until the fighter cou ld no 
longer be seen scissoring back and forth in its path. On 
the crew of that ship was 2nd Lt. Harold F. Mokl er, 1d10 
later was to become squadron commander. 

On Christmas Eve a n infantry captain walked into the 
squadron operations office and told how a boatload of 
provisions for a detached outpost of his command had 
burned to the water's edge. Unless the squadron could 
and would help out, it was going to be a lonely C hristmas 



for the m en in tha t outpost. T he squadron could and wou ld . 
Ca ptain Foster, Operations Officer, issued a few orders and 
w ld the infantry capta in the turkey would be delivered. 

But the Pacific weather rul ed against de livery in time for 
Chr istmas. Captain Foster had to turn back. But the nex t 
da y L t. K . 0. Myers completed the job. 

On New Year 's Eve, whi le fo ur crews were engaged in 
making one of the squadron 's most outstanding drop 
miss ions on the Numa N uma Trail on Bouga invill e, the 
.,n icers a nd men at the base were observing the occasion by 
prese nting humorous sketches written a nd acted by 
the mselves at a party in the officers ' club. 

T he crews on the drop mission were not so comforta ble. 
Thn· spent 1ew Year 's Eve in Bougainville foxholes, while 
:'\ ip di\·e-bombers a nd Bettys gave the isla nd a going over. 

T he ne\\' year opened with a n unusual month, with 
ano ther ship lost, while the crew was saved , and another 
crew spo tted a sea marker and was responsible fo r saving a 
life . Th ro ughout the month , the squadron had the respon­
,ibil it,· of resup plying a 400-ma n pa trol as it moved over 
Bougai m·i li e. 

Lt. .Kenneth M. Kidd was p iloting a squadron C-47 
:·:-om Espir itu Santo to H enderson Field when an oil line 
1 roke. \\'hen the right engine fai led, Lt . Kidd went over 
, , single-engine operation, but the left one soon became 

nwrheated beca use of the additi ona l strain, and the pilot 
decidrd to ditch the ship. 

~ho\,·ing grea t skill and presence of mind, Lt. Kidd and 
hi, co-pilot. Lt. J ames E . J ackson, picked a spot 150 yards 
uff hr beach of an Cristobol I sland and landed the plane 
or. the \,·acer \,·i th no injury to the crew or the four pas­
,enge1 s. The ship floated long enough for the nine m en to 
ro"· ashore in life rafts and for Lt . Thomas \IV. Sellers, 
na \·iga tor. to return in a ra ft to remove persona l equipment. 

L t. . ell ers displayed grea t coolness and control by 
caki ng pictures of the ditching from the first signs of trouble 
unti l the ra fts were pulling away from the plane, a nd the 
resc ue after a night in a friendly native village . A Navy 
PBY pick cl up the nine men the next day after their flares 
\,·ere sighted. 

1st Lt. A. N. M cCreight, who la ter succeeded Major 
R oesse ll as Squadron Commander, was fl ying from 
\lunda to H enderson when he sighted a patch of green sea­
marker. Flyi ng low he saw a lone man on a life raft . He 
ci rcl ed back, dropped another raft and radioed his position. 
A :'\ayy PBY completed the rescue a nd the squadron was 
inform ed the rma n was the sole survivor of a B-25 crew. 

On Bougainville, where fi ghting was still heavy, a patrol 
of 400 Fijia n soldiers was making its way over the N uma 
:'\uma Trail , fi ghting the Japs as they went. The squadron 
,,·as ordered to keep the patrol supplied. Every six days 
during the month, a five-plane flight took off from H ender­
son , land ed at Piva Strip on Bougainville to pick up pro­
\·is ions, amm unition and clothing for the soldiers, a nd 
tobacco a nd cali co for the fri endly natives. Then, with a 
guid e in the lead pl ane a nd a fi ghter cover overhead , the 
planes searched until th ey found the patrol a nd dropped 
the packs. 

These missions were ha iled as high ly successful, and 
commenda tions came to the sq uad ron from many sources. 

The J a ps weren't the only forces the pilots had to be 
" ·a ry of. Earthquakes shook both men and planes, a nd 

fl ying nea r a rumbling volca no didn ' t exactly give a feeling 
of ease. 

In March , squadron operations reached a new h igh. 
when more than two million pounds of freight and OYer 
three thousand passengers were carried in 1,653 mission 
hou rs. Sq uadron planes were fl yable 94 per cent. of tht 
ti me. Except for only one clay in the squadron 's hiscon. 
a ll its complement of ships was never grounded a t on e time. 

Many of the m issions that month of March were again 

to Piva and Torokina Strips on Bougainville, wh ere the 
J aps were making a heavy counter a ttack. Much of th,.. 
time Piva Strip had to be closed because of heavy ani lle!·, 
fire, whil e T orokina, down on the beach, was under li ghtP! 
fire. 

One of the J a p guns on the perimeter was nick-nanwd 
"Pistol Pete." It was a longer-ra nge gun a nd could reach 
Torokina, but its crew never fired unless th ey had a gooo 
target. They wa ited until several ships were on th e groui:c 
togeth er and then cut loose. 

Squadron ships were unloaded faster in those d a , ·s cha ~ 
ever before or since. Freq uently they were load ed \,·ith 
wound ed and quickly taken off. On many occasions sheli, 
struck the strip wh ile 64th ships were on the ground . anc 
once a P-40 was d es troyed whi le pa rked beside a squadrn!i 
plane flown by Lt. Orion G . Wood. 

In April the squadron was returned to the com mand J:· 

the Thirteenth Air Force, after two months under comma 1d 
of the Navy. Admiral Kendall , Commander Ai rcra;: , 
Mu nda, U .S. Naval Air Force, Pacific Fleet, took the 
occasion to commend the squadron for outstandi!1-'. 
performance of its duty while working under him . 

The commendation noted not only the efforts of th e air 
crews, bu t the maintenance section as well. The con~ ­
mendation said, in part: 

"The squadron was outstanding in its accompl ishmenLS. 
Every assigned mission was carried out very effici entk a1 d 
effectively and the squadron a lways m ainta ined a hid1 
avai lability of a ircraft. " 

Another new record for operations, because of that " hi£"): 
availability of a ircraft," was set in June. Squad ron planes 
carried over two and a ha lf million pounds, mos th· into the 
Admiralty Islands. More than 2,400 passenge rs "·e!·e_ 
transported, mainly combat personnel. One load \,·a ,): 
native police, who had been serving our forc es in the 
Admiralties. 

Cap tain Gene Stoneburner, F light Commander. and hi, 
crew were enroute from Finschha fen , 1ew Guinea . t , 
Guad alcana l, in early July, when they saw a B-25 sudden' 
appear out of a cloud and m ake a long dive into the sea. 

T he ship hit the water , disappeared , and then bobbed 
to the surface, where it rem ained for about fort y seconds 
before sinking again . 

Flying low, the 64th men saw five men in the \rnter . all 
wearing life vests, but with no rafts. Capt~in Stonebu rner 
circled and dropped two rafts. The first hit his sta balizer 
and fe ll five hundred feet from the men in the water . but 
the other landed only fifty feet away, upwind , and fl oa ted 
to them. 

Four of the survivors were seen to lift a fifth, a pparently 
seriously hurt, into the ra ft. Forty m inutes later, a sub­
chaser, called from a convoy twenty miles away, compl eted 
the rescue. 



A few d ays la ter, L t. Victor L. Morton, F light Com­
mander, saw the wreckage of a Marine C-47 in the 
mo untains on the east end of Guadalcanal. F lying low over 
a vill age, he saw signals and dropped a m essage that the 
Island Air Command would be notified of his loca tion . He 
,ms the lone survivor of 15 men in the Marine ship . 

None of the crew had survived a B-24 crash spotted by 
L t. George F. Atwell while flying ove1· the west end of 
C uad alcanal. 

Throughout August the squadron was prepa ring to 
move closer to the battle area . The naval ba ttl e of the 
Eastern Philippines had been fought, landings had been 
made on Noemfoor and Sansapor I slands and , off the 
coas t of north-west New Guinea, our forces were engaged 
in a fierce fight to completely occupy the island of Biak. 

Squadron ships were then making flights from their base 
on the "Canal" to the Admiralties, nearly a thousand 
mi les away, many times making it necessa ry for the crews 
co stay out as long as two weeks. 

Biak had been chosen for the 64th's next base of opera­
tions, and in early September an advanced echelon was 
flo wn to loca te, plan and prepare a n area. The job was 
no t a n _easy one, for the site chosen was completely covered 
b~- j ungle growth penetrated only by vague trails. Bull­
dozers a nd g raders had to be used , but when the job was 
fin ished , the area turned out to be the fin est the squadron 
had yet occupied. 

There was still considerable resistance on Biak then, a nd 
Japanese soldiers sometimes infiltrated, usually in search 
of food or to see Hollywood's latest productions. They were 
some times ca ught in chow lines in U.S. uniforms. But 
they weren' t a lways so peaceful , and occasionally even 
shot someone. More often they were shot instead . Two 
members of the advance echelon encoun tered a J a p walking 
in the a rea and promptly killed him. 

Of more worry to the sq uadron tha n the J aps was the 
t,·ph us-carrying mites found in the bush that covered the 
island . Capta in Walter E. Gunby, Flig ht Surgeon, ordered 
.ill clothing a nd blankets of squadron personnel dipped in 
., sol ut ion to impregnate them. 

\\.hen the remainder of the squadron was ready to move, 
it "·as fo und that a irfield faci li ties were as yet inadequate, 
and a ll flight operations were moved to the two square 
mile fleet-battered island of Wakde, two miles off a point 
on the New Guinea coast where J apanese forces were 
concentrated . 

During most of October the squadron opera ted from the 
i,land which had peculiar trees. They had no tops I All 
the shelling had left of the palms still standing was the 
trun ks. D eep shell craters were everywhere. 

.-\nother attempt was made then to move to Mokmer 
,trip on Biak, but fac ilities for extensive operations were 
,till inadeq uate a nd operations a nd maintenance were 
rno,·ed instead to the nearby island of Noemfoor, while 
he ground personnel a nd headquarters remained on Biak. 

Libera tion of the Philippines began with the Leyte 
Lndi ngs as the flight section moved to Noemfoor, and the 
:re a te r part of the missions were to Morotai, closest point 
t<J the Ph ilippines then held by our forces . 

ln ::\"ovember Major Roessell was relieved as squadron 
commander and reassigned as group executive officer. 
Captain Albert N . McCreight, until then operations 

officer, was named commanding officer, a nd Captain 
Russell V. Carson replaced him in operations. 

Flight crews were rotated weekly from Biak to Kor­
nosoren strip on Noemfoor. 

O n Biak, the squadron was settling down to another long 
stay. T he need for some activities besides work had long 
since been recognized , and basketball, volley ball and 
horse-shoe courts were built and lights installed for night 
matches. An enlisted men 's day room was under con­
struction, and the officers were planning to build their own 
club. After more than a year overseas, the men knew one 
of their worst enemies was the monotony of war. 

In D ecember, the entire group observed the second 
anniversary of its activation, and teams from all squadrons 
participa ted in a sports program. T he 64th, a lways able 
to put a good team on the field in any sport conditions 
permitted them to engage in, now holds softball , basketball 
a nd volley ball trophies. 

That month, with its second Christmas overseas for most 
squadron personnel, also brought bad news for the non­
flying men. R est leaves for ground personnel were dis­
continued after only one group had been to Mackay, 
Australia. R est leaves in Sydney continued for flying 
personnel for a few more months, a nd then even that las t 
link with civilization was broken. 

New Year 's D ay, 1945, was just a nother moving d ay fo r 
the 64th. After nearly three months of opera tions on 
Wakde a nd Noemfoor, the air echelon rejoined the res t 
of the sq uadron on Biak. The move brought a n end co 
many problems of supply, service and maintenance. 

Engineering, communications and tech. supply q uickl y 
set up their buildings on Mokmer strip , in the a rea 
assigned for the squad ro n's use. T he care of parachure--s 
and aircraft emergency equipment was ta ken o,·er b,· the 
personnel equipment officer and a building erec ted on the 
line to house the depar tment 's stores and opera tions . 

Most of tha t month the squadron 's p lan es "·ere enga~ed 
in moving component organizations of the T hi rteenth . .\ ir 
Force north into the Philippines. Two p lanes a nd ci-e"·s 
returned to the squad ron a fter a month on detached sen·ice 
dropping supplies of rations, clothing a nd munitions co 
ground troops engaged in mopping-up operat ions on 
Morota i. A total of 150,077 pounds of supplies were dropped 
under extremely hazardous cond itions caused by hil h · 
terrain and the low altitude necessary to p ick out the small 
targets. 

D uring February, twenty-three d ifferen t Allied armed 
forces organiza tions were moved into the P hili ppines . 
Another conti nuing job in which the squadron was engaging 
more and more, was the evacuation of wounded soldiers 
from Morotai. From the first of the year until the end of 
February, squadron pla nes carried a to ta l of 795 medical 
evacuees. And for the second consecutive month , sq uadron 
ships were fl yable 97 pe1· cent . of the time. 

1st. Lt . H arold F. Mokler, who had come overseas " ·it h 
the origina l sq uadron as a flight officer pilot, on 7 March 
succeeded Major McCreight as Comma nding Officer, as 
the m aj or ass umed his new duties as Group Opera tions 
Officer. 

It was a lso in March tha t the new officers ' club, d esig ned 
and built by squadron officers, was opened with a d a nce. 

Ma rch a lso had its unpleasant d ays. An infantry pa tro l 



(h,, ,ing down Japs in the Biak hills, found the body of 
, Lt. Ca rl F Copeland , a squadron navigator, missing 

;,,r nea rl y two months. Lt. Copeland had been on detached 
,,·nice \,·ith the 57 th Troop Carrier Squad ron a nd was 
.,-.,.1it ing orders to return to the States. With a crew from 
i., · 57t h squadron , he had taken off from Biak, encountered 
.,d "·ea rher a nd turned back. The ship cras hed a few 

•• .ii,·, fro m the fi eld. 

.\ t~·pe of operations new to the sq uadron was begun in 
.\ vril. \,·hen for the first time the 64th engaged in con-
1nuous resup p ly missions to gueri ll a forces in the Philippines 
11.d di rec tly supported a maj or ground operations by 
:•11pping ra tions a nd ammunition. 

" t:pp ly of th e guerilla forces proved a most difficult and 
··,·n dange rous duty. Many strips were ha rd to find , and 
: . e rou nd presented landing a nd take-off difficulties. In 

·: .. ,:,\ they \,·ere unsurfaced fields, with only a fifty foot 
,,., !, cu t through the grass to form a strip . Severe a nd con­

·:: 11 ,11;. rains turned th e strips into lakes of mud a nd if 
.,:, '.::.r:s \,·ere made, they freq uently resulted in ground-

'P' '-eldom \,·ere rad io faci li ties availa b le a nd if a la nding 
• 1, , ,11 ,id ered too dangerous, a fl a re from the grou nd 
·-. .. :r.rd c,ff the ships . 

" r: ,r I~ afte r the inYasion of M alabang and Cotaba to on 
. :.:.d.rnan. the squadron was call ed upon to make d a ily 
, .pp;, drops to the 24th Division, which had advanced 

•,1pidk it outra n its supplies. Each d ay ships were 
,,i,·d "· ith ra tions and d ropping crew and the lead ship 
·."'ri up a guide to take them over the division 's position 

, .. ,_, ·ept cha nging. 

l ),.::1,g the month, a C-47 was lost by ditchi ng off the 
_.,; or Bouga i1w ill e, when oil pressure dropped to zero at 

• '1111 fre t \,·h il e Lr. Loren W. Lee was climbing the ship 
.. :tr: take-off. \\"ith a non -je ttisonable load of a jeep and a 
;1_.1irr . and a ship that was ra pidl y loosing a ltitud e, Lt. 
Le,, nrdrred the crew to prepare to ditch. He made a per­
:e • v,a ter landing a nd the ship floa ted eight minutes, 
·.•. hile- the ere\,· of fi ve a nd the two passengers boarded two 
Ei";; rafts. They \,·ere picked up by a m ari ne officer who had 

cen fish ing nearby. Another squadron ship had heard 

their call a nd turned back to see if they could give assistance 
by dropping more rafts or other eq uipment. Instead they 
found the ditched crew lazing on the deck of a M arine 
Colonel's launch , drinking co ld beer, with the rafts towed 
behind. The other crew members included 2nd Lt. D ean 
D. Sterl ing, co-pilot; 1st Lt. William M . McHugh, 
nav igator; Sgt. Thomas E . Logue, engineer; Cpl. Herbert 
G . White, radio opera tor. 

In May the squadron again broke a ll its p revious records 
by m aking la ndings on 48 different strips, carrying 1,040 
m edical evacuees a nd 3,509 other passengers, a nd well 
over three million pounds of freight, du ri ng 3,667 opera­
tional hours covering 44·7, 77 1 na uti ca l mi les . Squad ron 
planes were flyable 98 per cent. of the time for the second 
consecutive month. Twelve of the p la nes were flown O\·er 
two hundred hours each. 

Of the thousands of medical evacuees the squadron had 
carried, all were delivered safely to their d estina tion , until 
May. Lt. Robert F. Disdier was pilot of a ship that took 
off from Libby SLrip near D avao on M ind anao, with one 
of the patients in such ser ious condition that the flight 
nurse requested a m aximum altitude of 1,500. Several 
minutes after take-off, the pa ti en t became so criti cal the 
nurse reques ted immediate return to the fi eld , bu t desp ite 
a ll her efforts , th e soldi er di ed shortly after hi s removal 
from th e ship . 

A freak accident involving a sq uadron plane occurred 
during that month . Lt. Leon J. H ernandez, fl ying at a 
thousa nd feet in the Palawan traffic pattern, was invoked 
in a mid-a ir collision with a P-38. Despite loss of his left 
wing tip, Lt. H erna ndez la nded his ship safely without 
injury to passe ngers or loss of cargo. H e was la ter cited b\· 
Brigadi er General Barnes, Comma nding Genera l of the 
Thirteen th F ighter Comm and . 

A survey of awards m ade to this squadron during the 
period from 16 August, 1943, until the encl of June, 1945, 
showed that the squadron personnel had been awarded 
two Dis tinguished Flying Crosses, 120 Air Medals, 344 
Bronze O ak Leaf C lusters for. additional Air M edal 
awards, a nd one Purple H eart. Five of the Air Medals were 
awa1-ded posthumously. 
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OFFICERS' HOME ADDRESSES 

Arends, John A. 
Bernardi , Rudolph J. 
Blais, Paul J. 
Chamberlain , Walter J., Jr. 
Clayton, Clifford A. 
C li ff, Cha rles P . 
Cole, Richard J. 
Cone, Ernest D ., Jr. 
Conley, John J. 
Cosgriff, Thomas A. 
Courtney, Donald A. 
Dal Ponte, Domenick 0. 
Daniel, John A. 
Decker, Robert F. 
Dillon, H enry E. 
Disdier, Robert F. 
Dobbelstein, Robert E. 
Fi lipski, J ames E. 
Fritch, Robert E. 
Funk, Norma n J. 
Gaines, Kenneth W. 
Galeria, Wilbur 
Gayman, Beverly B. 
G lenn, William R ., Jr. 
Gou! , Robert F. 
Grizzle, Robert L. 
Gunby, Walter E., Jr. 
H anse l, John Jr. 
H eil , George J. Jr . 
Hernandez, Leon J. 
Hi o-gins, David 0. C. 
H oey, John B. Jr. 
Holdener, Irwin K. 
H ul e, Gerald D. 
Ita lia no , Anthony J. 
J ohnson, Erland G . 
J ones, Thomas S. 
Junod, Jack A. 
Keeney, Will iam C. 
Kenney, William R. 
Kingsolver, R ichard G. 
Kinman, F lyn n C. 
Kreider, Robert F. 
La mb, Basil J. 
La Plante, Francis A. 
Le Blanc, J ames M. 
Lee, Loren W. 
Lees, Norman 
Lehman, Thomas J. 
Leidt, Frank B. 
Le Mere, H arold T. 
L ewis, Albert A. 
Lewis, Frederick K . 
Lewman, Gerald R. 
Lindsay, George D . 
Lowty, Frederick W. 
Manchester, Harold L. Jr. 
Manning, Perry D. 
Marcos, Daniel 
Mazzuchelli , Henry A. 
McAvoy, Edward J. Jr . 
McGrorey, J ohn B. 
McHugh , William M . 

Nubieber, California 
Teluca, Illinois 
5 Richdale St., Auburn, Massachusetts 
114 White Hall St., Providence, Rhode Island 
4629 Thompson Ave., Klamath Falls, Oregon 
62 North Broad St., G lassboro, New Jersey 
1030 Loremer St., Brooklyn, New York 
19 19 Monroe Ave., Kansas City, M issouri 
421 Daroco Ave., Miami, Florida 
11 30 East 7th Ave., Denver, Colorado 
337 8th Ave. , Palmetto, Florida 
223 East I 18th St., Chicago, Illinois 
McConnelsville, Ohio 
22 Linnmoore St., Ha1·tford , Connecticut 
2104 Chesnut St., Selma, California 
91 Rainy St., Austin, Texas 
1701 North Major Ave., C hicago, Illinois 
47 Center St., Little Falls, New York 
534 North Grove Ave., Oak Park, Illinois 
4422-41 Ave. So. , Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Route #2, Strafford , Missouri 
Atwater, California 
2633 Roch on Way, Sacramento, California 
Ogden Arsenal, Ogden, Utah 
9 19 East 25th St., Muncie, Indiana 
Highway Highlands, California 
Cambridge, Maryland 
520 Fortune Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 
5314 Perrysville Ave., West View, Pennsylvania 
Phi lippines Islands 
28 1 Eastman St., East Concord , New Hampshire 
119 Scott St., Naugatuck, Connecticut 
590 I Hartford St., St. Louis , Missouri 
72 Pondfield Road \Vest, Bronxville, New York 
707 East Main St., Waukesha, \i\lisconsin 
Grenora, North Dakota 
221 5th Ave., Decatur, Alabama 
402 Plymouth Ave., Northvill e, Michigan 
7729 Constance Ave., Chicago, Illinois 
3436 Cornell Place, Cincinnati, Oh io 
Peru, Nebraska 
Route #3, Clarksville, Arkansas 
North Manchester, Indiana 
1412 21st St. , Port Huron, Michigan 
Crookston, Minnesota 
29 I 2 Gordon Ave., Monroe, Louisiana 
Carsonville, Michigan 
61 Blossom St., East Providence, Rhode Island 
Cananea, Sonora, Mexico 
828 South Holt Ave., Los Angeles, California 
Rural Route #1 , Oneida, Wisconsin 
611 East Pa lm Ave., Burbank, California 
135 Evergreen St., Mt. Vernon, Washington 
62 1 West 5th, Topeka, Kansas 
167 Worth St., Johnstown, Pennsylvania 
15 15 East 2nd St., Brooklyn , New York 
39 Bend St., Shawomet, Rhode Island 
Jet, Oklahoma 
15 11 9th St., Oakland, California 
240 Battle Ave. , White Plains, New York 
2543 Leland Ave., Chicago, Illinois 
3444 82nd St., Jackson Heights, Long Island, New York 
604 B. St., Yuba City, California 



Medaris, Jes e R. 
Metzger, William A. B. 
Miller, Edwin L. 
Miller, James W. 
Mokler, Harold F. 
Moncrief, Ralph W. 
Morgan, Walter A. 
Morrow, Robert S. 
Mott, Harold C. 
Murray, Owen W. Jr. 
Nelson, Russell E. 
Nummerdor, Charles W. 
Osborne, Wilber L. 
Overland, Austin W. Jr. 
Palrud, Oscar H. 
Pepper, Alfred L. 
Pirozek, Wasil 
Rahmeyer, Alvin C. 
R aymond , Jack M. 
Riggs, Emerson W. 
Rishe, Francis A. 
Rollings, Kenneth M. 
Scarnavack, John F. 
Schleeter, Ray K. 
Schoenemann, Leroy J. 
Seegar, Clifford C. Jr. 
Senteney, Robert W. 
Smathers, Donald E. 
Spears, K ent C. Jr. 
Spiett, Adolph J. 
Sterling, Dean D . 
Sterling, Roger C . 
Talbot, Roland J. 
Taylor, G lenn S. 
Taylor, Lloyd W. Jr. 
Thanos, Willia m B. 
Thomas, Clifford E. 
Trudell , Robert D. 
Trusty, George D. Jr. 
Tunks, Leo J. 
Tyler, C ha rl es D. Jr. 
Van Gorp, Raymond J. 
\"oss, Gustave C. Jr. 
Wallace, Lester D. 
\\'ebster, Robert A. 
'Aeidema n, Harry C. 
Weismiller, Herbert A. 
Wilson, Charles L. 
Wynn, Donald E. 
Young, H arvey B. Jr. 

Route #2 , Lincoln, Arkansas 
I 808 Bridge St., New Cumberl and, Pennsylvania 
Monroe, Mississippi 
Plainville, Indiana 
475 East 6th St. , South Boston, Massachusetts 
308 Sunset Drive, Bellingham, Wa hington 
9911 South H amilton Ave., Chicago, Illinois 
309 East Wheeling St., Washington, Pennsylvania 
Rural Route #2, Peoria, Illinois 
1056 Beacon St., Brookline, Massachusetts 
850-57 St., Brooklyn, New York 
1214 Washington St., Lewistown, Montana 
507 East Riddle Ave. , R avenna, Ohio 
Silsbee, Texas 
Cannon Falls, Minnesota 
301 High St., Johnsonburg, Pennsylvania 
316 North Shamokin St., Shamokin, Pennsylvania 
931 North Cedar St., Inglewood, California 
843 East 24th St., Erie, Pennsylvania 
13320 Haggerty, Bellville, Michigan 
Harrisville, ew York 
Box 66 Athens, Illinois 
6957 South Parnell Ave., Chicago, Illinois 
836 North Duke St., York, Pennsylva nia 
Star Route, Lyons, Texas 
1711 Peabody St., Corpus Christi, Texas 
Hobson, Montana 
l Forman St., Bradford, Pennsylvania 
6th and Coronado, Imperial Beach, California 
Cedar St., Meriden, Connecticut 
Lockport, Illinois 
80 Biltmore Ave., Elmont, Long Island, New York 
34 McNiff St. , West Warwick, Rhode Island 
348 May St., Bishop, California 
1403 Brambleton , Norfolk, Virginia 
1456 Foster Ave., Chicago, Illinois 
Route # 12, Portland, Oregon 
228 Shelburne Road, Berlington, Vermont 
145 orth R ambert St., Memphis, Tennessee 
Troup, Texas 
646 State St., Binghamton, New York 
523 Prospect Ave. , S.E., Grand R a pids , Michigan 
2903 Park Terraco, Parkvi ll e, Maryland 
586 Park St., Dorchester, Massachusetts 
2728 Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 
11 736 Elmdale, Detroit, Michigan 
5446 Holly Hills Ave., St. Louis, Missouri 
1611 Mistletoe Blvd., Fort Worth, Texas 
West Mansfield, Ohio 
505 East Jefferson, Kirksville, Missouri 



ENLISTED MEN'S HOME ADDRESSES 

Adamyk, Michael C. 
Arikian , J ack J. 
Armstead, J. C. 
Baily, Lloyd C. 
Baker, Clarence W. 
Bea, Raymond E. 
Becker, Henry G. 
Bedford, Walter E. 
Behr, Arno E. E . 
Bellemo, Salvatore W. 
Bender, John W. 
Beninati, Joseph J. 
Benson, Glessner 
Benson, H erbert E. 
Blake, Clarence R . 
Blunda, Frank 
Bordeniuk, George 
Brodie, Walter S. 
Brooks, James B. 
Brown, James R . 
Brown, Oscar E. 
Bryant, Francis R . 
Buchheit, R aymond N. 
Buchma n, Fred J. 
Buddeau, Edwin E. 
Ca ntrel l, George N. 
Ca puto, Eugene A. 
Ca rbone, J ames J. 
Ca rney, George W. 
Ca rr. \\"illi am A. 
Castle. Dennis 
Ca\·a ll aro, Charles .J. 
Cherry, Ernest L. 
Chodl, Henry J . 
Chrystal, J ames .J. Jr. 
Ciara mitaro, Salvatore A. Jr. 
Ciardo, Edward N. 
Clemmer, Lester H . 
Cofer, Matthew D. 
Cooper, Neil A. 
Cornell , Donald R. 
Cosenza, Anthony J. 
Crocker, Earl W. 
Cronin, John T. 
Cummings, Joseph R. 
Curson, Edwin H. 
Cusack, Richard J. 
Davis, Clarence T. 
Del Signore, Rocco L. 
Denning, Max H. 
Develin, Franklin A. Jr. 
Diehlman, Ray M. 
Di Tullio, Robert J. 
Di Vincenzo, Joseph 
Dobbins, William W. 
Dols, Edward F. 
Dowden, George E. 
Dreyer', Raymond W. 
Ellis, Robert N. 

1919 Thomas St., Los Angeles, California 
23 11 19th St., Long Island City, New York 
Elk City, Oklahoma 
4511 E. Madison, Portland ( 15), Oregon 
Route #1, Burley, Idaho 
Hillside, New Jersey 
689 Seneca Ave., Brooklyn, New York 
9425 S. Budlong, Los Angeles, California 
444 South Saltair, Los Angeles, California 
301 Henry St., Fairview, New J ersey 
946 West 23rd St., Erie, Pennsylvan ia 
2816 Roebling Ave., Bronx, New York 
Route #4, Rector, Arkansas 
524 East Fornum, R oyal Oak, Michigan 
Monticello, Utah 
High Street, Ipswich, Massachusetts 
Pembina, North Dakota 
441 Pond S. Woon, Rhode Island 
Boaz, Alabama 
Wyandotte, O klahoma 
9 Pine St., Delmar, Delaware 
33 Seaton Pl ace, N. W. Washington, D.C. 
l 16-35- !48th St., S. Ozone Park, L.I., New York, N.Y. 
No. I Daisy Ave., Floral Park, L.I., New York 
0350 S. W. Dakota St., Portland, Oregon 
Billings, Montana 
428 Phillips Ave., McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania 
2306 Belmont Ave., Bronx, New York 
Silver Springs, New York 
2123 Sixth St., Lubbock, Texas 
Box 313, Van Lear, Kentucky 
240 Child St., Rochester, New York 
Route #1 , Stanley, North Carolina 
1924 South Grove Ave., Berwyn, Illinois 
24 1-47-85th Road , Bellerose, New York 
1376 Bedford, Groose Pointe, Michig-a n 
167 Central Ave., Chelsea, Massachusetts 
Main Street, Green Lain, Pennsylvania 
330 E. 5th St., Louisvi lle, Georgia 
Box 40, Rockport, California 
27N. Sherman Drive, Indianapolis, Indiana 
1830 Washington Ave., Bronx, New York 
R.F.D. #1, Kirkwood, New York 
70 Hollenback Ave., Great Barr, Massachusetts 
1605 Boulevard, Ft. Worth, Texas 
4767 Tampast, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
41 Park Terrace, West New York City, N.Y. 
315 Spruce St., Ironton, Ohio 
60 Fremont St., Boston, Massachusetts 
3639 East I 0th St., Long Beach, California 
129 Chester Ave., Moorestown, New Jersey 
355 Weiler Homes, Toledo, Ohio 
37 Adams St., Lynn, Massachusetts 
510 Giffin Ave., Canonsburg, Pennsylvania 
R .F.D. #1, La Grange, Ohio 
225 Greeley Ave., North Minneapolis, Minnesota 
424 West Main St., Grafton, West Virginia 
3407 Percy St., Los Angeles, California 
942½ North Keystone Ave., Indianapolis, Indiana 



Emond, Joseph A. 
Evans, Carl S. 
Evans, Robert J. 
Everett, Robert L. Jr. 
Failor, Floyd, H. 
Fellabaum, Melvin H. 
Fields, Romey F. 
File, Irving 
Filipovich, Dimitrijek 
Fillo, John 
Folk, Richard J. 
Fontaine, Donald E. 
Fortner, Clar C. 
Fracassini, Angelo P. 
Frazier, Leland E. 
Gabor, Joseph E. 
Gabrian, Rudolph J. 
Gaffield , Allen J. 
Garno, Henry R. 
Garan, Joe 
Garrow, Joseph G. 
Gates, Richard C. 
Gillespie, Charles R . 
Grabel, Oliver E. 
Greene, Carl A. 
Gregory, Lindo! J. 
Grissom, Marion T. 
Grossart, Edward C. 
Hackney, Cecil E. 
Hale, Roy H. 
Hammer, Hal P. 
Handy, Henry G. 
Hardinger, Kermit W. 
Harris, William B. 
Hart, Leroy 
Hartung, Theodore M. 
Harvill, William F. 
Hauser, Frank M. Jr. 
Heintzelman, Edward E . 
Herdeen, Carl D. 
Herrstrom, Elden M. 
Herzog, Melvin J. 
Heusel, George C. 
Hiltner, Virgil F. 
Hinshaw, William B. 
Hold brooks, Ezery T. 
Holmes, Alfred W. Jr. 
Hoover, Richard D. 
Hopkins, Charles W. 
Horwatt, John 
Howell, Robert M . 
Hughes, William J . 
Irvin, Mack T. 
Ison, Oscar S. 
Jacobs, Johnny E. 
Jankowski, Robert J. 
J ehning, Herbert J. 
Johnson, James C. 
Johnson, Wilbur E. 
Jones, Andrew W. 
Juarez, Pete B. 
Juden, Leslie F. 

24 Linwood Place, Amesburry, Massachusetts 
1519 Catherine St., Williamport, Pennsylvania 
Cliffton , South Carolina 
Route #4, Danville, Virginia 
R .F .D . #1, Upper Sandusky, Ohio 
141 2nd St., West Newton, Pennsylvania 
Route #1, Castlewood, Virginia 
361 Dahill Road, Brooklyn, New York 
3544 24th St., Port Huron, Michigan 
2718 North Mason Ave., Chicago (39), Illinois 
1542 Elmdale Ave., Chicago, Illinois 
288 E. Robie St., St. Paul , Minnesota 
28 Bell Clair, Temple Terrace, Florida 
199 Suburban Ave., Fairfield , Connecticut 
R.F.D. #4 Bahl Ave., Mansfield, Ohio 
483 Brown St., Akron, Ohio 
22 l 7S. 2nd St., St. Louis, Missouri 
212 Bronson Ave., Rochester, New York 
37 Walnut Ave., Trenton, New Jersey 
411 Engle St., Weirton, West Virginia 
90 Kaveney St., Chicape Falls, Massachusetts 
West Union, Ohio 
Route #13, Jefferson, Georgia 
327 Ann St., Fremont, Ohio 
New Market, Tennessee 
IO 15 East Park, Enid, Oklahoma 
307 East Princeton Ave., College Park, Georgia 
320 East Oak Ave., Moorestown, New Jersey 
Carrboro, North Carolina 
Ashville, Arkansas 
1308 Frank Fort Ave., Muskogee, Oklahoma 
909 Main Street, St. Joseph, Michigan 
4004 Warwick, Kansas City, Missouri 
Dock Street, Royalton Middletown, Pennsylvania 
828 North Pershing, Seymour, Indiana 
302 Mansfield St., Belvedere, New Jersey 
I 030 Broad St., Eufaula, Alabama 
1210 East Walnut St., Goldsboro, North Carolina 
6 North Granville Ave. , Mangate City, New J ersey 
Box 32, Saybrook , Illinois 
Tongaroxie, Kansas 
Concrete, North Dakota 
546 East 146th St. , Bronx, New York 
Tunnel Hill, Ohio 
61 La Grave S.E., Grand Rapids, Michigan 
1414-4th Ave., Gadsden, Alabama 
402 Pepper Road, Rydal, Pennsylvania 
355 Stanton Ave., Springfield , Ohio 
118 Mill St. , Little Valley, New York 
314 Chestnut Ave., Hiller, Pennsylvania 
1030 Broad St., Eufaula, Alabama 
17 Cherry St., Plymouth, Pennsylvania 
Coleman, Texas 
Baker, Oregon 
R.F.D. #1 , Box 219, Rogue River, Oregon 
R.F.D. #2 , Box 94A, Bensenville, Illinois 
55 Harvard St., New Briton, Connecticut 
1850 Roosevelt, Eldorado, Illinois 
10257-18th Ave., Southwest Seattle, Washington 
Livingston, Texas 
827 Hooper Ave., Los Angeles, California 
810 North Spanish, Cape Giardeau, Missouri 



Jungas, Frank C. 
Kanas, A lbert J. 
K a ne, J ames J. 
Kasbaum, R euben E. 
Keeney, Utica B. 
Kehoe, Dale D. 
Keltner, K eith E . 
K endozora, Alvin J. 
Kennedy, Robert J. 
Kiernan, Walter H . 
Kipp, Eugene 
Kiser, Charles B. 
K lein , John F. 
K line, Leona rd D. Jr. 
Knowlton , Robert A. 
Koch, Alvin C. 
Kramper, R aymond J. 
Lachner, Gerald 0 . 
Larison, Archie R. 
Larson, Harold K. Jr. 
Lee, Michael W. 
Lemieux, Gerard N. 
Levy, J oseph 
L indsey, Joseph 
Lipschultz , Marion L. 
Lively, Lewis H . 
Logue, Thomas E. 
Looman, Gerald W. 
Lowther, Harry F . 
Lucas, Leslie L. 
Ludington, Homer R. 
Marroquin , R omeo J. 
Martin , Paul J. 
Martinkosky, J oseph A. Jr. 
Mayberry, Orville W. 
McDermott, J ames W. 
McGrew, J ames P. 
McI ntyre, R oy B. 
McJ unkins, David A. 
McKee, Dalmer G. 
McKinney, Robert M. 
McLoughlin, H arry J. 
Meeks, W. T. 
Mengelkoch , Harold 0. 
Merlino, J a mes C . 
Messimer, R oss W. 
Michalczyk, Michael A. 
Minden, Edward J. 
Minnigh, Marion R. 
Miranne, Edmond G. 
Mitchell, Clyde E. 
Mitchell, Edward R. 
Mitchell, Kenneth L. 
Moreno, Louis 
Mo-rris, Douglas 
Moschillo, William M . 
Mozuch, Fred J. 
Muraca, Frank 
Nehring, Wilbur F . 
Neil, Robert E. 
Neilson, J ames 
Neubauer, Richard R . 

Mountain Lake, Minnesota 
4215 McDuffie St., Houston, Texas 
3 10 Church St., Whitinsville, Massachusetts 
836 North 14th St., Manitowoc, Wisconsin 
Malden, West Virginia 
1452 League St., Akron, Ohio 
Route #I , Box 11 2, Lewiston, Idaho 
2745 South Harding Ave., Chicago, Ill inois 
Route, Eldorado, Kansas 
260 Pine St., Meadville, Pennsylvania 
137 West 2nd St., San Bernardino, California 
123 Hadley R oad , Dayton, Ohio 
11 50 Hancock St., Brooklyn, New York 
943 West 82nd St., Los Angeles, California 
66 Fairfield St., Pittsfield, Massachusetts 
Eyota, Minnesota 
3856 Kingsland Court, St. Louis, Missouri 
T ipton, Missouri 
Windson, M issouri 
508 North Orchard Drive, Burbank, California 
1222 Ocean Beach Highway, Longview, Washington 
11 Darling St., Central Falls, Rhode Island 
197 1 Mapes Ave., Bronx, New York 
P .O., Box 24, Anniston, Alabama 
1478 Walton Ave., Bronx, New York 
1228 Tomak Ave., Porterville, California 
213 1 Merbert St., Baltimore, Maryland 
8 15 East Ann St., Ann Arbor, Michigan 
Ellsworth , Pennsylvania 
R.F.D ., Quaker City, O hio 
2 12 West 1st, North Fulton, New York 
5 19 South C hapel Ave., Alhambra, California 
6 15 Federal St., Butler, Pennsylvania 
Scott and Greenba nk Ave., Lansing, Ohio 
Cowgill , Missouri 
I 353 Curt is St., Berkeley, California 
Dorris Route, Rotan, Texas 
Route #4, Asheville, North Carolina 
R.F.D. #1 , Atway, Ohio 
314 Alphast, San Francisco, California 
#3 Ovensville, Missouri 
149 West 90th St., New York City, N.Y. 
Route #I , Farwell, T exas 
I 100 Main Street N.E., Minneapolis, Minnesota 
302 Main St., Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Route #1 , Hydro, Oklahoma 
12 Cabot St., Chicopee, Massachusetts 
82 1 Franklin Ave., Garden City, New York 
P.O., Box 165, Lenisville, Pennsylvania 
1644 Palmer Ave., New O rleans, Louisiana 
Pershing, Oklahoma 
563 1 S. Oakley Ave., Chicago, Illinois 
A lnatan, Kentucky 
3357 Lawton St., Detroit, Michigan 
F illmore, New York 
146 State St., Wilmerding, Pennsylvania 
Stevens Point, Wisconsin 
307 West 13th Ave., Homestead, Pennsylvania 
13 16 4th Ave., South Sti llwater, Minnesota 
California, Pennsylvania 
259 Welsh Hill , Frostburg, Maryla nd 
395 1 South K.K. Ave., Milwa ukee , Wisconsin 



Nunn, William H. 
Nystrand, James W. 
O'Conner, Paul J. 
Ommen, Oscar H. 
Ortell , Will iam 
Pape, John F. 
Parris, John R. 
Pawlowski, Frank H . 
Peake, Donald F . 
Peil, Ralph H. 
Perrott, Richard S. 
Phillips, Hubert R. Jr. 
Pickett, Delbert W. 
Pitts, Robert N. 
Pokorny, John B. 
Potter, James F . 
Powell, Roy F. 
Prince, Carl W. Jr. 
Pugh, J a mes B. 
Pugh, J ames B. 
Quinn, Da niel J. Jr. 
R eitz , Harlan D . 
Rhodes, John L. 
Rickelman, Benson F. 
Robertus, Manuel 
Robilla rd , Warren H . 
Robinette, Alston H . Jr. 
Robinson, Lyone W. 
Romine, Lloyd W. 
Ross, William J. Jr. 
Rouse, Leon 
Rund, Edwin H . 
Russell, Virgie D. 
Rust, J ames C. 
Samways, John R . 
Schwing, Robert W. 
Sconish , Charles 
Searles, Ralph E. 
Sebesta, Otto 
Seymour, Richard 
Shambaugh, Robert D . 
Sha nk, Thomas H. 
Sherman, Richard 
Sherrer, James R . 
Simoni, Edward J. 
Sirmans, Adrian N. 
Sladsted, Arvid R. 
Slattery, Walter M. 
Sloa n, Charles H. 
Smith, Leroy C. 
Smith, Paul B. 
Smith; Stewart J. 
Spellma n, John G. 
Spevak, La rdy A. 
Spicer, John E . 
Starn, Kenneth E. 
Stender, Grant P. 
Stockard, Kaswell M. Jr. 
Stone, Boyd E. 
Strower, Harold F . 
Sutton, John R. 
Swartz, Burrel M . 

Hereford, Texas 
3920 Franklin Ave., Des Moines, Iowa 
Oxford , New York 
Butler, Oklahoma 
308 North 7th St., Prospect Park, Pa tterson, New Jersey 
Pisgah, Iowa 
Route #I , Cowpens, South Carolina 
5757 Fullerton Ave., C hicago, Illinois 
12 17 Upshur Street N.E., Washington , D. C. 
R.F.D. #2 , Woodward, O kla homa 
Box 75 Cut Prings Road, Stratford, Connecticut 
332 1 Buckner Blvd. , Bronx (61 ), New York 
Belknap, Iowa 
R.F.D. #1 , Idalou, Texas 
63 14 Ames Ave. , Omaha, Nebraska 
604-3rd Ave., Fountain City, Tennessee 
Warren, Arkansas 
Sussex, Virginia 
Mable, Louisiana 
Mable, Louisiana 
1426 North 29th St., Ph iladelphia, Pennsylvania 
230 West Walnut St., Shamokin , Pennsylvania 
2444-37th St., N .W. Washington, D.C. 
805 South 5th St., Effingham, Illinois 
Route #1, Mitchell, Nebraska 
Brockton, Massachusetts 
Warrens, Wisconsin 
Box 586, Bessemer City, North Carolina 
801 East 16th St., Sedalia, Missouri 
99 Norway St., Boston, Massachusetts 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
227 Roff Ave., Palisades Park, New J ersey 
Box 3, McKenzie, Tennessee 
18 Payne Terrace, Malden, Massachusetts 
72 Penobscot St., Orono, Maine 
229 I 3 Lake Road, Bay Village, O hio 
R.F.D. #2 , Box 51, Fairmont, West Virginia 
8513 Rhodes Ave., Chicago (19), Illinois 
Taylor, Nebraska 
3044 Snyder Avenue, Cheyenne, Wyoming 
2 150 Northwest 36th St., Miami , Florida 
115 Homestead Ave., Beachwood Upper Darby, Pennsylvania 
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This book was set up, printed, and 
bound in Australia by Waite & Bull 
of 486 Elizabeth St., Sydney for the 
64th Troop Carrying Squadron. 

The Art Work, Photography and 
Design was the creation of the 

personnel of the Unit. 
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