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GENERAL PRDI:RS 

NUMBER 527 

EEADQUARTER3 USAFI SPA 
/..PO ,11502 

Awards of t he Logi0n of Meri t ..• 
Awru•ds of tho Bronze Star Meda l . . . . 
Awards of tho Oak-Leai Clus ter (Air ~fodal ) 

I. AWARDS OF THE LEG;rON OF MERIT : 

Section 
J. 

II. 
III. 

By di!'ection of t he President, under tho provisions of tho net, of Congress appr o·.red 20 July 1942 (uec III , Bull 40, WD, 1942 ), Exocut.:tvc O'rdcr, No . 9260, 29 Oct ober 1942 (sec I, Bull 54, WD, 1942 ), ancl authority cont ained i. n Wru• Department r adiogram dated 8 lt'et1·uary 191~3, a Le ion of Mer it ie a,arded by t he Commnnd i ng Gener a.l , United States Army F0rces in the South Paci fi c Area, to tho _ol lowing-nruned officera: 

F'R...'t'J)ERICK P. MllNSON..t.-!~, (0-16505 ), Colonel, General St aff Corps , United Stat es Army, f or except i onally mor 1torious conduct in the performance of outstandi ng s ervices fr om 21 December '1942 t o 1 April 1944. Colonel Munson p l anned and organized systems and methods of i nterrogat ion of pri soners of war and tran s l ation of captured documents which pr oved t o be of inestimable va l ue to t ho c ombat forces during t he Guadalcanal and Now G0or gia oeJnilaigns.- He estab­li shed an effective a~stem of broadcasting in J apan0s 8 to ~neruy t r oops on Guadal ­c anal wM ch hod a s erjous effect on 'en0my rn.ora le. He organized a pool of skilled J apanes e -speaking American t roops, an oriente.tion school :'or tho:ir t raini ng, and direc t ed their e.mploymont in such way that the most excellent r .:-:sult s w0r o obt ained. He acted as liai son officer with the United Stateo Navy nnd M1-.!l'ino Corps in connecti on wi t h prisoner of _ war L1terrogat i on and translation of docu­ments. Ilis aggressive and efficient handling of t he naw and diff icult s ervice , his lmowl0dgo of· .the Japanese l8J1guase and. psyci10logy, have contributed al)procia­bly to the successful outcome of those campaj £91S. Entored United State s !Hli tary Academy from Oklahom;a. 

CECIL B, WHI'fCOMB, (0-190131), Colonel ( t hen Lieutenant Colonel), · Infantry, Uni t e cl States Ancy-, f or e:xcopti one.lly me:r H or i ous conduct in t lK per­formance of outstanding eervicee oa r eg i mental execut ive officer in the Fi ji and Solomon Islands from Jtme 1942 t c 5 Augus t 1943. Colonel Whitcomb was largely responsible for devol opi ng the t actical skill which his regL~ent displayed in the New Georgia. campaign. Hi.a leadership was particularly not able in New Georgia when he a ssisted ~n the d:l f ficult r eorgani ze.tion of cnothor r egiment which was p l ncod under a now commander whi l e i t was engaged in combat. His onergy and calm demeanor inst illed confidence in his own r og~.ment during ho battle for Horse shoe Hill , the s t r ongly fortifi ed enemy pos ition def ending Munde. Airfie ld. He contin­uall y v i s ited f.lild encouraged tho assault eche l ons under heavy fire , ond his p r aona.l cournee did much to sustain t he fi gl,ting opiri t wi tl'i which his r egi ment stonned ond ce.ptm.·ed tho hill, paving tho way f or t ho s uccessful compl 0tion of its miss ion. Hom~ Address : Shaker Heights, Ohio . 

II. AWARDS OF THE BRONZE STAR MEDAL : 

By dir e ct ion of the ? r es ident , und r t he provisions of Executive Or der, No . 9419, .J~ February 1944 (sec II, Bull 3, WD, 1944), and aut hority con­bin0d i n War Department r adiogram dated 19 Fcbrnory 1944, a Br onzo St ar Modal is pworde d by tho Co.w.:nndi ng Gener a l, Uni t od Sta ca tu1r,y Forces i n t ho Sout h Pacifi c /\r.:m, o the f ollowing-named offi cer ond onl is:-od men: 

MAURI CE A. MULLAN, ( 0-3889e- ) , Cap a in ( t hon First Leutonruit.), ChaplDJ n Co1 _s , ··un1tod Statos Anny, f or t ho porf or m9.11ce of meri rioua s er vices in the, South Po.ci fi c Area from 9. Novemb "'r 1942 t o 1 Dec -mber 1943. Withstanding t '1 i hardsr.ipe of cona~ant ene · bombi ngs in h i s devot ed. and inspir i ng perfo!'mencc f du , C npl a n t,,ullon cont!'~ bu:.od im:in uourobly to the mental vnd ph,-sical wol­f m-o of per s onn0l of o. bombar.dment group in combat . liorr.o Address: Ma~on City , Iowa. 
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II. AWARDS OF THE BRONZE STAR MEDAL (Contd): 

AXEL V. NIELSEN, (20610168 ), Staff Sergeant, Infant r y , United States Army, f or t ho performance of meritorious services at Bougainvillc , Solomon Isl ends , on 30 January 1944. When a soldier f ell wounded t on yards in front of a Japanes e pillbox, Ser geant Nielsen ran t o his aid and helped carry him to tho shelter of a t ank under i ntense enemy fire . While evacuating the casualty, two litter bearer s wer e wounded and Sergeant Nielsen again expos ed himself to hosti l e ' ire t o adminis t er firs t aid to one of thorn . Homo Address: Chi cago, Illi noi s. 

JAMES B, LITI'LE, (34729305), Private First Class, Infantry, United , tntos Army, f or the performance of meritorious services at Bougainvillo, Solomon ~elands , on 26 January 1944. Although wounded, Privat e Little wont t o the assis t ­·nce of en injur ed officer who was sti ll under crn,my fir e and helped hi m to cm aid to ion. Without wa i t ing for medical a t tent i on to his own wound, he r ejoined hi s l atoon in combat with the enemy, ki l ling t wo Je.ponese and assisted in si l encing hostile machine gun. ·Homo Ad.dress: Eli znbethton, Tonncssoc . 

I II. AWARIS OF THE OAK-LEAF CLUSTER (AIR MEDAL ): 

By direction of the Pres i dent , under t he· pr ovi.s1ons of Executive Or der, No . 9158, 11 May 1942 (Bull 25 , ~'D, 1942 ), as a~ended by Executive Order, 
1 o . 9242-A, 11 Sept ember 191~2 (Bull 49, WD, 1942 ), a bronze Oak-Leaf Clust er, in lieu of an additional Air Medal, i s awarded by the Commanding Gener al , United :, tates Army Forces in the South Pacific Aree, t o t he f ollowi ns -nruned officer s : 

CHARLES T. EVERET!', (0 -42962~ ), Captain, Air Cor ps , Uni t ed St a.tea •.r my, for meri t orious achievement while part icipati ng i n an aerial a t tack which· drunaged enemy .shipping off Bougainville, Solomon Islands, on 12 October 1943. In t he f ace of intense ant iaircraft fire, Capt ain Evere t t scored one di rect h i t and possibly two more on a large J apanese freighter. Home Address: Crowley , Loui siru1a. 

GEORGE P. HOPKINS, (0-740427), First •Lieutenant , Air Corps, Uni ted States Army, for meri t ori ous achievement while participating in an aerial fli ght over Tobera, New Brita.in I s land, on· 28 January 1944. When several enemy fighter s attacked a cri ppled p.:38, Lieutenant Hopkins flew t o its assistance. Although his fight er airplane was badly damaged, he succeeded in driving off the enemy and saved his fellow pilot ·. Homo Address: Seattl e, Vashingt on. 

WALTER R. ll.ORITZ1 JR., (0-727041), Second Lieutenant, Air Corps, '.Jnited States Arm,v, f or meritorious a chi evement whi l e part icipating in aerial '. l ights in the South Pacific Area on land 16 May 1943 . As navigator of a C-47 ·1. i rplane he made poss ible the rescue of t he survivors of two torpedoed vessels, r r r adi oing for assistance and dropping emergency r ations and life vests t o the on below. The sinking nnd approximate pos iti on of the first vessel was lmown, · ·tt f i r st lmowledge 9f . the e;lpking_ or'. _t he s econd shi p was the sight ing of the ·: .i. f e r af t s by the crew of t his aircra·f t ·. On bot h occas i ons the C-47 r emained 0ver t he scene unt il the sunnnoned holp arri ved . Eomo Address: Rosedale, Long Lel and, New York. 

By Command of Li eut enant General HARMON: 

' F'FI CIAL : . / /) 

ll/J~ t, .~J ,~·, {c 
M. lt KENDRICK, 
Ma.jor , AGD, 
Asst Adj Gen . 

)I STRI BUTI ON : "A" 
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A • . J. BARNET!', 
Major General, GSC, 

Chief of Sta.ff. 
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