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I. AVIARD OF THE SILVER STAR:

S S RN dlrectlnn of the President, under the provigions of Army. Regula-
ciong COO-A5, August 1932, the Silver Star is awarded by the Commanding General,
Jnited States Army Forceu 1n t.E south Pacific Area, to the following:

VERNCN L. CILSCN, (20711314), Sergeant, Infantry, United States Army,
~or gallantry in action against the enemy on December 2, 1942, at Guadalcanal, Dur-
‘ng the battle at the liataniksu River, Sergeant Olson voluntarily crawled to within
weuty yards of the Japanese front lines to help recover a fatally wounded corporal.
all through his advance and return, he was wnder continuous enemy machine gun fire
and had vto make his way through dense jungle growth. He showed sxceptional courage
and stardina in sugcessfully completing the hazardous mission. Home Address: 4007
West Walker Strecet, Seattle, Washington.

CIYDE W. DAVIS, (13017823), Private First Class, Infantry, United
States Army, for gallantry in actlon against the eneny at Gusdalcanal. On January
12, 1943, near liount Austin, his squad was cut off from the rest of the platoon by
Japanese machine gun fire. Disrsgarding his own personal safety, he moved closer to
the enemy and by firing rapidly at point blank range forced them to taks cover; thus
permitting the withdrawsl of the imperiled members of his squad, otherwise impossi-
ble, By his initiative and quick, dscisive action, Private First Class Davis saved
the lives of several soldicrs and made it possible for/them to rejoin their platoon.
Again on January 17th, as scout of a patrel, he alqcmﬁared a larze well-fortified
Japanese bivouac arca. He crawled to within f¢FtL%afvard= of it and then returned,
with complete dstails, to his campany commander. Leading a patrol back, he ﬁirected
a-successiul atvack in which Tiftesn to tmeaty cf*%he encmy were kllled. Home Ad-
dress: Conway, lorth Carolina.

FLETCHER L. TOWE, (14035914), Private First Class, Infantry, United
States Army, for gallantry in action against the smemy, at quadalcanal On January
12, 1943, near Mount Austin, hkis squad was cub off frow the rést of the platoon by
Japanese-machine gunn fire. Disregerding his own perscnzl safety, he moved closer to
the enemy and by firing repidly at point blank range {orced them to take covery thus
permitting the withdrawal of the imperiled members of his squad, otherwise impossi-
ble. By his initiative and quick, decisive action, Private First Class Lowe saved
the lives of several soldiers and made it pogsible for them to rejoin their platoon,
Again on January 17th, as scout of a patrel, he discovered a large well-fortified
Japancse bivouage arca. He crawled to within fifteen yards of it and then returned,
with complete details, to his company commander. Icading a patrol back, he dlrected
a successful attack in which fifteen to twenty of the anﬂmy'were.killed; [Home Ad-
dress: warrior, Alsbama.

LEQ J. PEYTCN, (20711251), Pr:l.wtc, Infantry, United States Army, for
gallantry in action sgainst thm encny on December <, 1942, at Guadaleanal. During
the battle at the ligtanikau River, Private Peyton valuﬂhurlIy erawlicd to-within
twenty yards of the Japanese front lineg,to hﬂ;p recover a fatally wounded corporal.
All through his advance and return, he was under centinuous énany machine gun fire
and had to make his way through dense jungle growth. He shﬁwed execeptional courage
and stamina in sucecessfully aﬂmpletlng'thu hazardous mission. Home Address: Valley
Glt};r, Herth Dakota.. RS |
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Ey directlan Gf'thﬁ Prﬁﬁi&E%t “under the provisions of the ﬁct of
Oongress, approved July 2, 1926, (Bul, Ne, 3 W.D., 1926), the Soldier's Medal is
awarded by the Commanding Genaral Uﬁat@i Stﬁtaa ﬁrmy Ferces in the South Paeific
Area, to the following:
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15 18 AWARD OF THE SOLDIER'S MEDAL (Cont'd.):

HENRY G. CCPNER, (20804483), fv¢vabg} Infantry, United States Army,
for heroism at 2 base in the b@laman Islands on' Febpruary 22, l@ L3. Enemy bombers
had dropped uEVLral bombs on the ammunition and nnnp¢y UIMPu on & naval construction
battalion causing large fires, and exploding 20 mm and small.arms ammunition., Pri-
vate Copner, who was not a member of the battalion, left the safety of his quarters
at a camp Nearly a mile away and went to the site of the fire. For over two hours
- he asslebed in fighting nue flrc t close quarters and Was 1ﬂstrumental in curtail-
ﬁlﬂ% Se. 5?haye ARG Careg e 2 secyrdeptalken ot ars ke ¥ ;w_?. _thf_y-~ﬁ:
from cxploding shells and fl?l&? shrapnel, and expesed him to alm@st cartaln death
nad the enemy rcturned to the objective and scene of the fire which was visible for
mlles. Home Address: - 807 North Hebinson Street, Danville, IXlinois,

R AVARD OF THE 04X 17AF CIUSTER (DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS):

By diveetion of the Presidciit, a bronge Qak Leaf Cluster, in lieu of
an addltlonal Dth¢HgdlbﬂG§ Flring Cro is awarded by the Cammanding General,
United States Army Forces in the Socuth ﬁr' fiec Arca, to the Following:

CECIL ®, PEITY, (0~427654), Captsin, United States Avmy Air Corps,
for extraorcinary acbluvbmynt while participating in an aerial flight from Guadal-
canal on October 20, 1942. Piloting a C-47 eirplaric with 19 sick and wounded evac-
vecs aboard, Captain Petty was forved to land, Gue to woltage repgulator fallure and
fuel shertege, on a Submerged’ coral reef 100 mchs from his destinaticn., Aware
that his alrnlane had insufficient 1life rafts to provide for the wounded, and that
unless eccursd his airplane would sink within g short time, he direcicd and assisted
his crew in stripping the airplene of all steel cable and used 1t to anchor the air-
plane to the recf, He then had the stretcher litters adjusted so that they would
be well abowve The water lLime, and with his orew membsrs went to-the outside top of
the girplane's fuselage. There thoy stayed, day and hight, for a period of eleven
days, maintaining 'a UiblLuﬂu ‘watch for help, hifluﬁiﬂg thelr emergency radio eguip~-
ment whenever the weatner permitted. L0 cne time rain fell steadily for five aays:

the ninth day their radio message was picked up and an airplane from their sguad-
ron came to thelr assistance, dropping food snd water to them. Despite his weakened
condition from constant exposure Captain Petty dived into the sca and swam to recov-
er the rations so badly néeded to sustain the lives of the evacuces and crew.

Finally, on the eleventh day, a Nawy destroyer ¢?r1¢nﬁ and through the use of the
rubber life pafts Captdin Petty znd hlw crow succeeded in getiing all persormsl
S&fﬁly Oh.b@drd! Home ﬂudrﬁ HQmCT, IlliﬂDlE, ‘

1V. AWARD OF THE AIR MEDAL

....,

By direction of the President, under the provisions of HExccutive
Order No, 9158, (Bul. Vo, 25, W.D., 1942), as amended by Executive Order No. 9242-a
(Pul, Neo. 49, W.De, 19042), the Alr ledal is awarded by the Commanding General,
United States Arimy Forces in the South Pacific #rea, to the following:

FEIDER W. CULLUM, (0=385386), Major, United States Army Air Corps,
for meritorious achievement as 1:%:-...u commander of a troop carricr squadron at an
iegland base in the Scuth Pacific Area sinee October 10, 1942, In. addition to the
aﬁﬂlﬂlstratlvc duties of cammand Major Cullum actively perticinatad in the extremely
nagardous missions of conveying supplies to combat troops au Guadaleanal and 2 5 %

o

cvacuating casualtics. *Tnc qdalltj of his leadership was indicated at all times in N
the suecéssful accompli izhment of these missions, and by the high morale of his
squadron which distingzuished itsclf urider his comménd in the performance of oub-
stending collective and individusl deeds of courage and merit. Home Address: Lhll
Vandelia Street, Dallas, Texas.
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1, AUARD OF THE ATR MIDAL (Cont'd.):

WILLIAM R, FITZGERAID, (0-789551), First Lleuzenant United States
Army Air Corps, co-pilot. Home Address: Ma¢esus, Tennessee.

J. F. DOINEY, (6915169), Technical Sergeant, United States Army Air
Corps. Home Address: 1431 W. Vine Street, Milwaulkee, Wisconsin.

LARRY F. INGAILS, (16004680), Corporal, United States Army Air Corps.
Home Address: 3605 Forest Avenue, Brookfield, Illinois.,

The citation for each individual is as follows:

For meritorious achievement while participating in aerial flights in
the South Pacific Area on May 1, end May 16, 1943. As a member of the crew of a
=47 alrplane he sighted and made possible, on the aforesaid dates, the rescue of
survivors of two torpedoed vessels, by radioing for assistance and dropping emer-
genecy rations and life vests to tihte men below, The sinking and approximate pcsition
of the first vessel was knowri, but first knowledge of the sinking of the second ship
was the sighting of the life rafts by this ecrew. On both ocecasions the crew of the
alrplane remained over the scerne until the summoned help arrived,

JOHN B. MUELLER, (16022587), Staff Sergeant, United States Army Air
Corps, assistant engineer, for meritorious achievemént Ihlle participating in an
aerial flight over the Sclomon Islands on December 16, 1942, As a combabt crew mem-—
ber of an alrplane in a formation of five B-17's he assisted in the bombing of enemy
ground installations with such exceptionsl accuracy that all bombs fell in the des—
ignated areca., Immediately after ithe strike approximately sixteen enemy land based
fighters attacked the formation and on the first pass an engine of the number three
wingman's airplane was dissbled. This formation at great jeopardy to their own
safety afforded all possible protection to the disabled airplsne and by skillful
combat mansuvering prevented its complets destruction and loss, and succeeded in
shooting down four enemy aircraft. Home Address:  Woodruff, Wisconsin,

V. AWARD OF THE OAK IEAF CLUSTER (ATR MEDAL):
By direction of the President, a bronze Oak Leaf Cluster, in lieu of

an additiornal Air Medal, is awarded by the C&mmanding General, United States Army
Forces in thc South Pacific Arca, to each of the following:

BENJAMIN C. BREWER, (0-789665), First Lisutenant, United States Army

Air Corps, pilot, for meritoriocus achievement while participating in aerial flights
in the South Pacific Area on May 1, and May 16, 1943. As a member of the crew of a
C-47 airplane he sighted and made Fossxb&e, oni the aforesald dates, the rescue of
survivors of two torpedoed vessels, by radioing for assistance and dropping emer-
gency rations and life vests to the men below. The sinkihg and approximate position
of the first vessel was known, but first knowledge of the sinking of the second ship
was the sighting of the life rafts by this crew. On both occasions the crew of the
alrplane remained over the scene until the summoned help arrived, Home Address:
610 Felder Avenus, Montgomery, Alabama.

JOHN C.'WASEHURNE, (0—79@1@7) First Lieutenant, Uﬂlted States Army
__Alr Corps, navigator. Home Address: 608 ﬂrbﬁr Vitae Road,
Winnetka, Illinois.

JACK D. ALEXARDER, g 20#27h9), Second Lieutenant, United States Army

Air Corps, c@—pllet Home 4Addresss 3720 S@uth.G Street, Tacoma,
'Wauhlhgt@n, A

Whe G@rpﬁ, p;lﬁt. Home Address: Groten, South Dakota.

URTON E ON, (17024,995), Staff Sergeant, United States Army
Alr G@rps. Hﬂme Address* Shakespee, liinnesota.

JOHN W. WATKINS, (15057609), Staff Sergeant, United States Army Air
Corps. Home Address: Winchester, Ohio. |
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Vs AWARD OF THE OAK IEAF CLUSTER (AIR MEDAL) Cont'd.:

The citation for each individual is as follows:

For meritorious achievement while participating in aerial flights
over Guadalcanal on October 30 and November 1, 1942. On separate—m1551ans, on the
iforesaid dates, as a member of a crew of a C-A7 airplane he assisted in droping
1eeded ammunition and food supplies to isolated United States larine Raider units on
uadalcanal. i ‘ 1 fhﬁ¢B anablad these unlts t@:carry qui'thalr~asslgnmﬂnt and
'ithﬂﬂi fl&hﬁer protectlon, under exiramaly nazardouﬁ waather condltiwns, and whils

- ubject to enemy gun fire,

HARRY W. WISE, (0~72793h) First Lieutenant, United States Army Air
Corps, co=pilot. Ilome Address' Flosanﬂor, Illlnols'

CLAUDE B, HTLZI?S (6920489), Master Sergeanty; United States Army:
Thir Corps, Lombarcier. Home Address: Oneida, Tennesses.

HARLEY S, BAIRD, (6149125), Staff Sergeant, United States Army Alr
Corps, radio operator., Home Address: Madison,  Maine.

ROBERT B, WILLIAMS, (£293270), Staff Sergeant, United States Army Air

—-H

Corps, gumer., "~ Home Address: Chandler, Texas.

The citation for ezzch individual is as follows:

For meritorious achievement while participating in an aerial flight
syver the Solomon Islands on December 16, 1942, As a ccmbat crew member on an alr-
Lanie in a tformation of five B-17'e e assisted in tke bombing of eremy ground in-
stallations with such exceptional aveuracy that all bombs fell in the designated
wor. imrediately after the strike, approximately” sizxteen enemy land based fighters
ittacked the formation and on the first vass an epgine of the number three wingman'’s
yirplane was disabled. This formstion at great ipﬁparff to their own safety afford-
sd all possible protection to the disabled sirplune and by skillful combat maneuver-
ng prevented its complete destruction and lose, wnd succeedad in shooting down four
snemy aircraft.

"Q'
ROY E. MEURET, (34051337), Staff Sergeant, United States Army Alr
Corps, crew chizf, Home Address: 2502 Decatur Btreet, Tampa,
Florida.,

LARRY F. INGALLS, (16004680), Corporal, United States Army Air Corps.
Home Address: 3605 Forest Avenue, Brockfield, Illinois.

- The citation for each individual is as follows:

For meritorious-achievement while partieipating in an aerial flight
from Guadalcanal on October 20, 1942, As a member of a crew of a C-47 airplane with
19 sick and wounded evacuees aboard he assisted in a highly skillful and successful
forced landing on a coral reef 100 miles from his destination. He then alded in the
care of the evacuees for eleven days while constantly exposed te tik hazards of the
open, turbulent sea and incliment weather, Finally, when a Navy destroyer arrived
to rescue the marooned party, he assistéd in the daﬂgﬁrﬂus and arduous task of con-
veying all the sick and wounded personnel from the damaged airplane by means of
rubber life boats to safety aboard ship.

By Command of Lieutenant General HARMON:

A. J. BARNETT,
¢ Brigadier General, GSC,

Chief of Staff.
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