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 Personal Background  
 

a. U of Michigan Mechanical Engineering, 1981 
b. McDonnell-Douglas F/A-18 Advanced Design 

Engineering (Thermodynamics), 1981-85 
c. Then MBA school, banking jobs in New York. 
d. Pilot license in 1983, have owned a Cessna 172. 

 
e. No military experience. 
f. Never wrote a book before. 
g. My father died when I was 7, and wanted to learn 

more about him. 
h. Was always proud he was in “the Thirsty 13th.” 
i. The book took me 2.5 years, 7 days a week, 15 hr/dy.



 Overview  
 

A. “The Thirsty 13th Book” features 
 

 “Perhaps the best military unit history ever” 
 

 The “State of the Art”  
 

B. How you, too, can write 
such a book. 
 

C. Q & A 
 
  



A. The Thirsty 13th Book Features 
 

1. List of people – by specialty, and time frame. 
2. List of airplanes - with serial number and nose art 
3. Exact locations of all 4 U.S. and 8 overseas camps. 
4. Exact locations of airfields, and location on airfield. 
 

Plus: 
 

5. History from inception through the last reunion. 
6. The Table of Organization. 
7. Camp life for the enlisted men; not just about officers. 
8. Then-and-now photos of the “Story Tellers.” 
9. Attractive page layouts; photos bleeding off the pages 

10. Single column 12-point text. 
11. Hardcover, with a stamp, and a dust jacket. 

  



1. List of the people – by specialty, and time frame; in front. 
- Decided to leave off rank, because changed overtime. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



2. List of the aircraft – and photos of all the nose art 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. Exact locations of all 4 U.S. and 8 overseas camps  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



4. Exact locations of all 4 U.S. and 8 overseas airfield work areas  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

B. How You, too, Can Write Such a Book 
  



1. Get multi-monitors, preferably four 
 

- Need to look at spreadsheet, internet, word file, file 
directory, photos, etc., at once; improves productivity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  



2. Create a Website 
 

a. Do first, so people find YOU. 
 

b. The #1 person I wanted to find 
found me; as did my editor. 
 

c. I used MS Expression Web 4. 
 

d. Great to do it yourself, so can 
edit this, add links. 

 
e. Probably better than Facebook.  



3. Get the official documents  
 
Air Force at Maxwell AFB 
Montgomery, Ala 
From them, consultant, or visit  
 

Marines at Quantico (open base) 
Navy records at Navy Yard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



4. Create an MS Word File 
 

a. Start writing your manuscript from official docs. 
 

b. Add page numbers, and a table of contents. 
 
c. Don’t try to make it perfect, will rearrange it later. 
 
d. Expect to re-write every page about four times, 

due to new information you get, so don’t make 
perfect the first time. 

 
e. Keep second file for “Supplemental information” – 

sensational details will overshadow all else. 



5. Grab a lot from the Internet 
 

a. Copy and paste items and stories from the Internet 
into your document, but note the source, and when 
done, for what makes the final cut, get permission, 
such as that shown below; most is public domain. 
 

b. Make print-screens from Google 
Maps and insert, just reference. 

 
c. Use sites such as Fold3, criticalpast. 

  



 

6. Visit the National Archives – still pictures 
 
College Park, Md. 
Anyone can access 
Fourth Floor “stillpix” 
Request boxes 
Wear gloves provided 
Bring own scanner 
 
Found photo of 
famous first landing 
on Munda, and pilot 
never knew about it.  
  



NARA Stillpics had photos of my dad’s camp days after he arrived. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

7. National Archives – “carto” (aerial photos) 
 

a. Order “cans” of negatives from Kansas salt mine 
b. View on table, or have vendor scan and email them. 
c. Four approved vendors, PhotoResponse was best for me. 
d. Cost is about $25-$50 a photo; consultant photographed roll.  
e. The U.S took a lot of recon photos.  My greatest moments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8. Create a member list in a spreadsheet 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

a. Official documents 
b. Many units had a yearbook 
c. Reunion lists, shared lists 
d. Names on photos, orders 



- First columns by last name, rank, years, references 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Later columns with contact names, notes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9. Find the people or their relatives 
 
First find their addresses, e.g. from:  

a. Peoplefinders.com – lists relatives. 
b. Ancestry.com – haven’t tried this yet. 
c. Obituaries list relatives, and sometimes city. 
d. Do a lot of Google-ing.   
e. I found 250 of 700 member-families. 

 
Next find their phone number or email – harder! 

a. I used Ixquick for phone – but dropped feature. 
b. Many pay services exist for getting phone #s. 
c. Many landlines disconnected – cell harder to find. 
d. Try to find emails, too. 



Finding people - continued 
 
a. Start with “I am trying to find relatives of _____.” 

If say want to talk to so-and-so, he may have died, 
they may be divorced, may stir up animosity. 
 

b. Then “I am writing a book about the unit he served 
in World War II, and trying to gather information.  
My dad served in the same unit.  
 

c. Type names of relatives, wife, address, relatives 
phone numbers. 

 
d. Be humble, also excited, try to get them excited, 

but also expect occasional bad news. 



Finding people - continued 
 

a. Interview members on phone – type fast, or record 
the conversation and type later - will have stories 
recorded without typing in background.  Some 
museums have push-button, hear story, capability. 
 

b. Expect to spend 2x as long as the call with typing, 
and expect to rearrange all the sentences.  

 

c. People remember turning left or right. 
 

d. Ask:  “Did he keep any mementos from the war, 
such as any photos or papers?  

 

e. Magic word:  “Photo album.”  



 
 
 
 
 

10. Hit the Road!  Visit to Scan Photos 
 

a. This is the true GOLD MINE; and is FUN. 
 

b. TONS of 
great photos 
are all over. 

 

c. Above is 
rural Ohio 
home with 
so much.  



 

 
 
 
My US trips 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



One man had color slides from 1944; another had color movies. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Some B&W treats I found  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



Amazing what one can find in photos scanned at 600 dpi 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  



Also find original documents and orders.  Some I retyped.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



On the road, bring a piece of white posterboard to put behind 
items to photograph them, outside, to make float on page. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



On the road cautions: 
 

a. Be sure to scan to scan black & white on grayscale. 
 

b. Scan using at least 600 dpi – I used 96 dpi at first, 
and had to return to many homes. 
 

c. Make sure scanner is clean, not just the glass, but 
also the top part that comes down on the glass. 
 

d. A disintegrating photo album left black paper specs 
on the underside of the lid of my scanner, which I 
transferred to the glass, even after cleaned, and I had 
to return to many homes. 

 

e. Don’t use USPS to mail photos – some lost. 



11. Edit all the Photos 
 

a. Rotate so horizons are horizontal, vertical lines 
vertical – this makes a HUGE difference. 
 

b. Increase the contrast, e.g. Autocorrect many. 
 

c. If B&W and discolored, remove all color. 
 
d. Use white correction; sometimes white out sky.  
 
e. Clean up all photos – to remove spots.  
 
f. I used and loved Microsoft Picture Manager.  



12. Other Sources of Information 
 

a. Weather data – for daily high, low; rain, wind. 
 

b. NOAA Solar calculator – angle, time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



c. Overseas museums; other researchers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



13. Perform Read-throughs, Edittng it all  
- 32 “read throughs” 
- Each took 2 weeks: 4 days 

to read, 10 to input edits. 
- 23 old printouts stacked. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



14. Work with an Editor  
 

a. Mine was similarly a son of a squadron member. 
 
b. He found me by finding the website. 

 
c. A small town newspaper writer from Marion, Ka. 
 
d. I was initially skeptical – but he was off-the-charts 

fantastic, an utterly amazing Godsend. 
 
e. We spent 12 hours on phone going over comments 

– just the first day.  10 more hours the second!  
 
f. Overall he made 1,400 edits – some counted once 

but made 20 times, and cleaned up 120 photos. 



15. Page Layouts 
 

a. #1:  Bleed all photos off the pages – no 1” margin! 
 

b. Crop out sky and ground, to make square photos 
be rectangles and stretch across the page. 
 

c. I put photo captions in the text, not with the photo. 
 
d. Use 12 point, single column text – easier to read. 
 
e. I only included headshots when related to a story.  
 
f. My book printer could work from a PDF. 
 
g. Move some appendix items into main body of book. 



Crop out sky and ground, and stretch photos across page to enlarge. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

  



Rewarding a family with a large photo.  Have personal page. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



16. Publishing  
 

a. Publishers seem to like high-volume books, in 
black and white.  Unit histories are low-volume. 

b. Expect to self-publish, i.e. pay for this yourself. 
c. Mine expensive due to 800 pages, color on every 

page, hard cover, dust jacket, and printed in U.S. 
d. My printer, Sheridan Books, Inc., of Ann Arbor, 

Mich., charged ~$21,000 set-up, which included 
~300 books, but only $12 per additional book. 

e. At $12 variable cost, I ordered another 2,000, for a 
total ~$45,000 to print up 2,300, gave away 300 to 
contributors, so my ave cost for 2,000 was $22.50. 

f. Sales price reduced from $125, to $75, to $50. 



17. Fulfillment Services  
 

a. From the printing factory, my books were trucked 
across town to Publishers Storage and Shipping 
Company (“PSSC”) in Ypsilanti, Mich. 

b. Set up a “Buy Now” button on website, and list the 
book on Amazon.  When I receive an order, I type 
it in a spreadsheet, and email it to PSSC.  They 
pull the book off the shelf, box it, and ship it out, 
charging about $1.40/book for a “pick and pack” 
fee, which is low, but the insurance and storage 
costs total about $70 a month. 

c. Amazon takes a cut of about 20%. 
d. I expect the Second Edition to be a PDF. 



18. Motivation  
 

a. I found it motivational to be think this was the 
most important thing in the world. 

 
19. Satisfaction  

 

a. This book has been one of the most fulfilling 
things I have ever done in life. 

b. The Thirsty 13th squadron now won’t be forgotten. 
c. History lives on after us. 
 

20. Post-Publishing Positives 
 

a. After publishing, you might continue to get info. 
b. Finding other families can be a lifetime hobby. 
c. I put out a newsletter with latest history twice a year. 



21. Conclusions 
 

a. Writing history is one of the most fulfilling things, 
as it:  i) is a product that can last forever, a family 
heirloom ii) honors hundreds of people, and thou-
sands of relatives, iii) brings people back to life. 
 

b. There are enormous amounts of photo albums, 
scrapbooks, orders, and souvenirs in the homes of 
veterans’ relatives, most of it not understood, so of 
little value to them, but which a researcher can 
weave into an extraordinarily detailed history, of 
immense value. 

 
c. Go! 
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